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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (6).

MANPOWER.

As to Release.s fromt Forces.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister
Agriculture:

for

(1) Is he acquainted with the published
statement of the Minister for the Army (Mr.
Forde) that 12,000 to 13,000 releases would
be made from the Army by the end of this
year, as a contribution to a p'an to release
45,000 men from the Army and Air Forces by
the 30th June, 1945, to supply priority indus-
tries with labour?

(2) Has he any information as to the re-
quirements for releases from the Air Force?

(3) In view of the acknowledged shortage
of essential labour in the dairying, potato
and fruit growing industries in the South-
West, which has had an adverse effect on
tho-e industries, has he taken Gny steps to
see that Western Australia will have a fair
share of such releases?

(4) If so, what steps have already been
taken?7

The MINISTER replied:

(1), (2), (3) and (4) No official advice
has been received regarding the release of an

additional 45,000 men from the Army and
Air Force by the 30th June, 1945. The
Deputy Director General of Manpower is at
present in the Eastern States discussing this
question and has full information regard-
ing the case for rural industries in Western
Australia. The ease for this State will he
stressed further at a meeting of the Aus-
trali an Agricultural Council early next
month.

The procedure to obtain the release of a
soldier from the Air Force is that the
soldier must apply to the Commanding
Oflicer of his unit for discharge. The
employer who desires the discharge of
the soldier for essential production, either
industrial or rural, is required to apply
stating full particulars to the Deputy
flirpetor General of Manpower. The case
will then be investigated and should disebargi
be approved, the soldier will be so advised
by his Commanding Officer.

COM.%MONWEALTH HOUSING SCHEME.

As to Relative Costs in South Australia.

Mr. WITHERS asked the Premier:

Is it a fact that under the Commonwealth
Houtsing Scheme, similar types of houses fie
costing £250 more in Western Australia than
in South Australia, and that the rent for
such houses is 25s. in Western Australia, as
against 15s. in South Australia?

The PREMIER replied:

No. Prior to the wvar, the South Aus-
tralian Housing Trust was building a type
of semi-detached brick house which cost less
than the single type of house now being
erected in this State under the Common-
wealth War Housing Scheme. The rent of
such a house was in the vicinity of 1s.
per week. These houses are smaller than the
houses being erected in Western Australia.
The cost of building in South Australia has
advanced substantially during the war. I un-
derstand that the South Australian Housing
Trust proposes to build a larger type of
house which will naturally cost more than
the pre-war type even eliminating the higher
cost of building caused by war conditions&

I have no information as to what the
South Australian costs will be or what rents
will be charged.
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SWINE FEVER.

As to Use of Swill.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) Under what regulation is the feeding
of swill to pigs prohibited-?

(2) In view of the article in "The West
Australian" on Monday, does he consider the
burial of swill a serious economic waste and
a menace to health?

(3) Would he consider maintaining the
prohibition againist the use of swill for a
sufficient length of time to warrant private
enterprise or the Perth City Council erect-
ing digestors for the drying of the material
for stock feed concentrates?

(4) Alko, does the p~rocess suggested en-
sure the destruction of the germ causing
swine fever?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Regulation 77A under the Stock

Diseases Act.
(2) The loss of the swill is an economic

waste but its burial is not a menace to
health.

(3) Yes.
(4) Yes.

HAY.

As to New Season's Price.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Agri-
vulture:

(1) Hes n flhv ptice been determined for
new season's hay?

(2) It so, what price per ton has been
fixed for (a) wh'eaten hay, (b) oaten hay?

(3) If no price has been fixed, is he aware
wvhether it is the intention of the Prices Com-
missioner to fix a price and will he make re-
presentations, to ensure that a payable price
is given?

(4) What is the ruling price per ton to-
day for wheaten and oaten hay for the
comning season?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) New price has been approved by the
Commonwealth Prices Commissioner and an
announcement will be made in the next few
days regar-ding prices in this State.

(2) (a) (i) £4 10Js. per ton in stack; (ii)

X. per ton in stook delivered to cutter. (b)
Deduct 10s. per ton fromt each of above
prices.

(3) Answered by No. (1).
(4) See answer to No. (2).

WHEAT AND SUPERPHOSPHATE.

As to Restrictions, etc.

Mr. TELFER (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands:

Has he had any further word regarding
the wheat acreage for the 1945-46 season
and the superphosphate supplies necessary
for cropping in that year? Further, has he
made representations for the continuation of
the acreage subsidy even though the area may
ho increasedl

The MINISTER replica:
I have continued to make representations

to the Minister for Commerce concerning the
wheat acreage allocation for the 1945-46
season and the superphosphate supplies. It
will be remembered that when Mr. Scully
was in this State recently I pressed hard for
an announcement to facilitate fallowing and
the preparations for the 1945-46 crop. Mr.
Scully advised that if the super available
from phosphatic rock brought from long dis-
tance oversen were to the extent that was
anticipated and for which shipping had been
arranged, he expected Western Australia
would receive, on the same proportion of
super per acre, sufficient for an increase in
acreage to 2,500,000 acres. LDuring the inter-
vening weeks I have persisted with my ap-
proaches to the Commonwealth Government,
including the two Commonwealth Ministers
immediately concerned, pressing for an im-
mediate pronouncement. I realise that now
is the time and not early in 1945 when
farmers desire to know what the position will
be, so that they can make their preparations
for 1945-46 crop.

The Premier: To enable them to do the
fallowing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
During the last 24 hours I have expected an
announcement by the Commonwealth Gov-
ermnent. Although none has been made, I
have been communicated with by the Govern-
ment by phone. I think I can informn the
House generally concerning what has trans-
pired. Mir. Scully advised me during the last
24 hours that, in answer to my latest press-
ing telegram, the Commonwealth Government
had found that the anticipated superphos-
phate supplies that it had been imag-inedl
would be received, might not be available
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for Western Australia. Nevertheless it still
looks hopeful that we will receive 103,000
tone. If I have understood Air. Scully
aright, that means we will have sufficient
for approximately 2,400,000 acres on the
basis of the present rate of application. Mr.
Scully's statement to me was to the effect
that although the Commonwealth Govern-
ment could not agree to 2,500,000 acres and
guarantee superphosphate for that acreage,
it would agree lo 15 or 10 per cent. redac-
tion of the basic acreage, or approximately
2,100,000 acres. I pressed for acreage com-
pensation in case the Commonwealth Govern-
ineat's anticipations could not be lived up to.
The Commonwealth Government thought it
was not at all possible to continue on the
basis of 12s. per acre for the next season;
but it has agreed provided that the reduc-
tion from thd basic acreage is 15 per cent.,
to compensation being paid on a sixth of
the area instead of a third, as has obtained
for the last few years. The summary of
that is that the reduction from the basic
acreage will be on the basis of 15 or 16 per
cent,, and for the area thrown out of pro-
duction compensation will he paid at a lesser
Tate than that obtaining during the past
few years.

RAILWAY ACCIDENT, CLAREMONT.

'Is to Effect on Permanott W~ay.

Mr, NORTH (without notice) asked the
Minister for Railways: Whether the per-
inanent way over 'the bridge and subway
has been so shaken by the accident at Clare-
mnont that it will he necessary to have it
r-econstructed?

The 'MINISTER replied: So far as I
know, the permanent way has not been
affected in any way.

BILLS (4)-THIRD READING.
1, Industries Assistance Act Con tinuance.
2, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.
3, Life Assurance Companies Act Amend-

mnent.
4, Plant Diseases (Registration Fees) Act

Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-SHEARERS' ACCOMMODATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Pawnbrokers Amendment.
2, Constitutiou Acts Amendmnentj' No. 3).

Introduced by Mrs. Carddll-Oliver.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave of

absence for one month granted to Mr. New-
ton (Greenough) on the ground of service
with the R.A.A.F. ovcrsea, and to Mr.
Styants (Kalgoorlie) and Mr. Raphael (Vic-
toria Park) on the ground of military ser-
vice.

MOTION-LICENSED PREMISES.

A4s to Closing on Cessation of Hostilities.
MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)

[4.46): 1 move-
That this House considers the Government

should take stops to ensure the closing of all
premises licensed for the sale of alcoholic
liquor for a period of twenty-four hours tat-
mnediately there is news that an armistice or
any other arrangement is made putting an
end of hostilities with Germany or Japan, or
when either of them surrenders.

I need not speak on the motion at any length,
as it really speaks for itself. During the
last war ninny disgr-aceful scenes occurred
through excessive drinking. In some cases
livecs have been lost through bars being open
at periods when emotions ran high. The
bars should have been closed when troop-
ships were passing through, or when there
was an excess of soldiers in the streets of
the metropolitan area. I do not believe
there is a decent man or woman with rela-
tives in the Forces who would object to
tlhe closing of bars on such occasions. Much
of the ill-feeling between Allied soldiers, who
-were our guests, and much of the brawling-
that occurred during these 'times, would
have been avoided had the bars not been
open. It might he termed a degradation for
some of the troops themselves that the bars
should be closed. However, we have the ex-
per' iee of the last world war. The soldiers
themselves realise that the closing of the bars
w~ould he in the interests of all.

It might he asked, why deprive a man of
a glass of beer on such an occasion as an
armistice after the greatest war of all tine?
It seems rather mean and paltry, but we
must remember that at such a time we are
not exactly normal people, after years of re-
straint, when restrained emotions break
forth. Bars are the meeting places where
only drink is sold, and many young people
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who may not have been drinkers up to that
time will take 'advantage of such places.
There are others who cannot stand even a
small quantity of alcohol. Again, there are
somec who may not be affected at normal
times by a small quantity of alcohol, but
after the self-imposed restraint of five years
may perhaps act in such a way as they would
never dream of in normal tines-. Knowing
that we run this risk of over-exultation
whieh may result in tragedy, 1 move the
motion. I can definitely state that not only
the public generally will approve of any
action the Government many take in acting
upon this motion, but that the licensees
themselves will heartily approve of it.
lDuring a recent disgraceful hi-awl it was the
licensees who took the initiative in closing
their bars, but we are here to govern and
we should govern. We have the power.

The Premier. We alone have not the re-
sponsibility of doing that. It is also the
licensees' responsibility to close it brawls
occuir.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The licensees
themszelves prefer that this motion should be
pa1ssed through the House and that is why
I ani moving it. The public, too, would
prefer it to be passed andI that we should
give a direction in this matter. Ia the
statute-book certain power is given to a resi-
dent magistrate to close hotels in a time
of riot, but we want to forestall. that.

The Premier: The Commissioner of Police
has that power, too.

"Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The licensees
had to close the bars during the last brawvl.
I have been asked by many people to submit
this motion, and I do so with the hope that
the House will pass it end that the Govern-
ment. wvill act upon it. My last point is that,
when the happy day of armistice comes and
hostilities cease, the time should be one of
thanksgiving. In my opinion the church
bells should ring and the churches should be
open for thanksgiving. On numerous occa-
sions we have been called to prayer by our
King. When our shores were threatened our
churches were full to overflowing and fer-
vent prayers went uip to God from people
many of whom, perhaps, had never before
been in a church. We were prepared to seek
aid when our lives were menaced and I be-
lieve that the decent thing when hostilities
cease, would be to say to God, "We sought
your help in time of need. You helped us

and now we can say 'thank you' and we will
dedicate the first dlay of the peace to thanks-
giving and the service of Clod." I trust
the motion will be carried unlanimrously and
that the Government will take action.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-OOMMONWEALTH
CURRENCY.

Asq to Retention of Control.

MR. MARSHALL (M3urehison) [4.54]:
I move--

That this House is of opinion that any inter-
national agreeneiit that involves the surrender
of the Commonwealth's sovereignty over its
currency, either partly or wholly, would be
disastrous, involving, as it would, the complete
domination of the Fcda1 and economic stand-
ards, and freedomn of the Australian people, by
a foreign body. This House, therefore, enters
a protest against any such agreement being
signed without the couseat of the people of
Australia being first obtained, and is of opinion
that other State Premiers should be invited to
co-operate with the Premier of Western Aus-
tralia in expressing this view to the Common-
weakilt Governent.
I desire to ask members to bear with ine
while I make a few points in support of
the motion. I appreciate that members
have heen particularly generous to me dur-
ing my persistency in regard to matters of
a financial character. I thank them for their
past favours, and sincerely hope that whet
I have to say in support of the motion will
not be burdensome to them. I will try to be
as brief as possible. Members will under-
stand, ho-wever, that the matter dealt with
in the motion is very serious. It has in it
substance which concerns the national wel-
fare of the people of Australia. In conse-
quence, I shall be obliged to put forward an
argument suitable for the Premier of this
State to submit when, with his colleagues,
he makes representations to the Common-
wealth Government. That is, of course, in
the event of the motion being passed by
the House. Since a certain measure was
introduced into this Chamber, we have heard
several definitions of the word t"democracy."
I readily admit that, when analysed, every'
one of them expresses, in essence, what demo-
cracy really means. I consider, however-,
that it would not be out of place for me ton
give my humble interpretation of the word.

I suggest that democracy-interpreting it
from the angle from which I view it-im-
plies a state wherein the body politic, reposes
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complete and supreme sovereignty with the
people. In other words, putting it into
clearer and more concise language, it is the
belief inherent in the human race that its
individual members in association will secure
the results they desire. Members will readily
appreciate that if that is the correct inter-
pretation of democracy, the people of Aus-
tralia at any rate have enjoyed but little of
its essence. As a fact, only on very rare
occasions have the people had the right to
decide any important questions. Invariably,
and at given periods, they have the right to
choose representatives who take their place
in the legislatures of the Commonwealth as
the representatives, or the alleged represen-
tatives of the peop~le. There are many wvlo
feel like myself and readily admit that we
are sent here to represent not our own ideas
lbut the ideas of the majority of the electors
in our electorates. The position, therefore,
has become particularly grave, for we find
that instead of the electors getting the re-
sults they askc for when they are given an
opportunity to decide, whichever political
party has the glorious experience of victory
at an election chooses an executive which is
known as the Government.

This coterie of individuals develops into a
political dictatorship and] gives the people
results they never asked for and never voted
for. This does not apply only to the Com-
monwealth of Australia but is, in essence,
actually in existence in all democracies, or
alleged democracies. The outcome of this
particular system of political dictatorship
has permitted wars, then depressions and an
intervening p)eriod with a semblance of pros-
perity, and then further depressions and an-
other war. I venture to suggest that no body
of Australian electors ever voted for any of
these things, nor would they have voted for
them had they been given the opportunity.
Nor did they think that their political repre-
sentatives would so desert and betray them
as to conspire in order that these things
could be imposed upon an innocent and trust-
ing public. Australia and the other democra-
cies, so far as the populations of these
resp~ective nations are concerned, were never
closer to the threshold of universal disaster
than at the moment.

Any individual who will give close con-
sideration to the events that led uip to this
war and to the last depression, and that led
up to the last wvar, will find no difficulty in

coming to the conclusion that there is an
unseen government which dictates to the
Governmients elected by the people, and that
this govcrnmnent predominates and rules
supreme. If this particular agreement is
signed by any representatives of Australia,
it will be the first, although probahly not
the most Important for I am not in the
happy position of being able to state freely
which of the two barrels of this particular
gun is the more deadly. But if we surrender
ally rights over the currency of Australia,
either partly or wholly, we will immediately
surrender all rights to freedom and to
economic security.

The Premier: Do you not think that we
should have any international co-operation
at all?

Mr. MARSHALL: I (10, but that is not
what this agreement provides. I agree wvith
the Premier, and also with the Prime Minis-
ter of Australia, that we should collaborate
with other Governments for the purpose of
bringing about a better understanding and
preserving as far as is humanly possible
peace for all tinw and prosperity for all
nations.

The Premier: And financial co-operation.
Mr. MARSHALL: Financial co-operation

is quite different from signing away complete
authority and sovereignty over our coun-
try's currency. The Premier ought to he
the one member of this Chamber to have
realised that long since, for wvhile holding
the very honourabic position of Premier of
this State, he has been reduced in status to
that of a professional beggar. He goes con-
stantly to the Eastern States in an en-
deavour to get sufficient money, not to carry
on the affairs of the State in a proper and
efficient way, but merely to struggle along
just as the individuals had to do during the
depression period.

The Premier: You have a wrong impres-
sion of that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Perhaps I have. My
impressions are deduced from observations,
and I challenge the Premier here and nowv
to point to any of our public utilities or
buildings that are of a modern character,
or even ih a state of decent repair. The
rolliugstoek of cur railways, long before the
war b~roke out, was in a deplorable condi-
tion. So were our tramways. The buildinL-
in which we house the offices of the Chil
Welfare Department is a positive disgrace
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to us. I instance the Children's Court where
we try innocent children and their mothers.
Look where you like, M3r. Speaker, and with
the exception of one or two institutions that
have been constructed of recent date and
have some semblance of modernisation and
efficiency, our buildings are, all had. Take
the Education Department, or any other!
For these reasons the Premier ought not to
speak as he does. He knows futll well that
a wealthy country such as this should not
have this significant exhibition of poverty.
It does not become the Premier, in his posi-
tion, to say that everything is all right.

The Premier: I did not say that.
Mr. MARSHALL: Well, hie implied it

when I was pointing out that ho has to beg
for sufficient money, not to miodernise or im-
prove our p)Iesent buildings, but merely to
sustain the State at the lowest possible ebb.

The Premier: Why decry your own coun-
try like that?

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not decrying my
own country, which is a sunny, glorious
land, capable of producing much better re-

slsthan the Premier has got from it!
Why do we all try to perform the hypo-
critical act of pretending that if we stick
our head in the sand no-one will see us91
Why do we not f ac. the truth ? Who in thb4
Chamber will admit that this State has hai]
sufficient money to carry on its welfare in
a proper and efficient manner?

The Premier: it has made a very cred it-
able performance.

Mr. MARSHALL: Most creditable, under
the circumstances.

The Premier:. Then -why decry it?
Mr. MARSHIALL: Beeanis it should he a

thousand times better, and if the Premier
does niot adopt a different attitude when he
goes abroad in search of money' and finance
it is little wonder that we do not make better
progress.

The Premier: We get more than our
share.

Mr. SPEvAKER: Order!
Mr. MARSHALL: We do not get more

than our share. We get a proportion of
money, and by whonm is it allocated?

The Premier: By ourselves.
Mr. MARSHALL: No. The allocation is

influenced by the Commonwealth Bank
Board. It is not made by any Government.
All Governments are schooled in the pro-
positions and proposals submitted by this

board. The idea, of course, is to perpetuate
the idea that this Australian nation is pour
and poverty-stricken.

The Premier: No, under-developed.
Mr. MARSHALL: And the Premier was

a member of this Chamber when Western
Australia produced 52,000,000 bushels oC'
wheat in one year, and what is the quota
now? That is the under-development! Thle
Premier is putting the State back to its
native condition because of the ick ot
proper and efficient control. He has re-
dUced the production Of Wheat to almost half
of what the State produced in 1929. lHo
haes men and women every Friday on ilia
highways of this State begging alins for tho
comfort of the dependants of those who are
sacrificing their lives upon the battlefield.
Can that be believed? That is the principal
motive that is prevalent throughout thi-
world today. It is to cultivate the poverty
mind; to make the people of the different
nations believe that their country po55eA5L'A
but little wealth aind that the respective
Governments are doing their best to share
that poverty. Just fancy that in a wealthy
country like Australia people should, on a
Friday, be on the city highways begging
alms to help orphans!

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. M1ARSHALL: Yes, it is. Only a few

(lays ago I was asked to contribute to the
welfare of an orphanage. The important
point is that this system is trying to inipresi
on all and sundry that this is at poor country.
'"hat is the Soldiers' Dependants' Fund?
Only recently we had a circular sent to u,,
showing the benefts that it had bestowed
upon the dependants of soldiers fighting-
on foreign battlefields. Is it not a posi-
tive disgrace that the Government of
this country cannot look after the de-
pendants of those wyho are sacrificing
their lives, on foreign battlefields? Must
their conifort depend on the amount of
money that an organisation can beg on the
highways 9 That is the deplorable state
of affairs against which I protest. Will
the Premier deny that what I say is true?

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. MARSHALL: Then God help him!I

I suggest to the Premier that instead of
his riding to and from his office in a luxu-
rious ear, ha should walk on Friday, just
one day in the week, and he will then ex-
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perienee what a person who has no car has
to encounter.

The Premier: I very often buy those
ba dges.

Mr. ARSHALL: The Premier knows
that there is an organisation) that takes
money from citizens to provide comforts
for our soldiers.

The Premier: No, what I know is that a
lot of charitably disposed people are will-
ing to give money.

Mr. SPEAKEfl: Order! The Premier
must refrain from interjctine.

Mir. MARSHAL:- Why should that be
necessary in a wealthy country like Aus-
tralia? It is the traditional mentality and
we shall never be allowed to escape from
it. People cannot realise that this is a
wealthy country, and so they subscribe to
these deplorable things in an age that can
provide abundance. I know full wvell that
what I am saying is a fact. This is a
wealthy country, and there should be no
begging on the highways of any of its
cities to provide comforts for orphanages
or for soldiers' dependants.

I suppose I shall be challenged again on
the accuracy of this accusation that, dur-
ing the 1914-18 war and during the cur-
rency of the present war, promises galore
have been madt. During the previous war
all sorts of promises were made as to what
would he the lot of the Allied Nations
when peace returned. We were told that
it was a war to end war, a war to make
the world safe for democracy. Today we
are getting similar promises. If we sign
this agreement, shall we get all or more
after this war than we got after the last
war? Bad and all as the depression was, it
led people fully to realise that it could
have been averted or need not have been
so protracted as it was. The people know
full well that the depression was unnecs-
sary, and I hope they will not tolerate an-
other one.

What we have to do is to retain sover-
eignty over our own currency. Once we
part with that, we shall have parted with
all that is of any value to any country or
any Glovernment. No country can func-
tion once it parts with control of its cur-
rency. The Premier of this State cannot
function without money. The fact that it
is controlled from the Eastern States puts
the Premier of Western Australia in the
invidious position in which he finds him-
self. Remove control to a greater distavce

and place it under a foreign body and then
try to visual ise the invidious position in
wvhich all Governments, including the Can-
berra, Government, will find themselves!l A
few individuals wvill control the nation'sa
currency without reference to the require-
mients or welfare of the people. At the
whim of a few individuals who know not
Australia and who care not for the Aus-
tralian people, the standards in this coun-
try will lie dictated.

While we retain control wve can always
the people being willing, force the Common-
wea]lth Government to exercise its prerogative
aiid take charge of the banking, the currency,
and the credit issuing of money within'
the Commonwealth. If we fail to do that,
we shall find after the wvar that Australia
will be reduced practically to a state of
serfdom. We shall have no say whatever
in the standards that will prevail. We
cannot have any say, because the where-
withal to adjust the standards, the power,
authority and sovereignty to do so will,
once the agreement is signed, be Vested ii,
sonme foreign body. This is no new scheme
on the part of a coterie of individuals.
The scheme was planned many years ago,
and the war presented an excellent oppor-
tunity for imposing it upon the people
while their passions could lie played upon
during, the time they were anticipating vic-
tory and a glorious hereafter.

Imm the name of permanent peace, people
will fall For any scheme without giving it
thouight. Some people would agree to any-
thing if they thought it would prevent a
recurrence of war. The coterie to which
I have -referred takes advantage of the
bloodshed on foreign battlefields to im-
pose3 its wvill on the people of the warring
nations. I hope Australia will not fall for
this. As I said before, this is the first
shot;. What is being attempted by inter-
national financiers is to get control of the
destiny of the Allied Nations by control-
ling their currency or money supply. We
need not have any doubts as to what the
results will be if they secure that power.
We have already felt the effects of their
control of finance because they have con-
trolled prices throughout the -world during
the last 25 years. Whatt they seek now is
the legal authority which so far they have
lacked.

If the Commonwvealth showed sufficient
courage and exercised sovereignty over its
monetary issue, this foreign oligarchy
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could do us no harm. Through the medium
of banking institutions it controls the vol-
ume of money to be circulated in any coun-
try. This control comes fronm Wall-street,
America, through the Bank of England,
where we have a subsidiary committee, to
the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, and
the nation's bank advises the Commonwealth
Covernment as to its linaneial policy in
Australia. All that is neces.,ary is for the
Commonwealth Government to do the right
thing by the people. But if it signs this
agreement, it will 110 longer have the ]egal
right to act for the people as it should.
We shall be abject slaves, serfs, vassals
of ain oligarchy set up in some foreign
country, and the lash of the slave-driver
will cross the Pacific Ocean with a sting-
ing stultifying effect on the people of
Australia. I desire to quote from a pami-
phlet. I know the quotation is, correct
because I have read most of Frof. Soddy's
'work entitled ''Poverty, Old and Now,"
and I know that this paragraphi appears
in it. Re said-

Crimes have been committed by Ikings. The
panges of history are foul. But for a cold-

hodd calculated crime against the economic
freedom of a nation, a 1blow below the belt a1t
those weakest and least able to withstand it,
r commend you to our popular democratic
government and its monetary policy duriag
and since the war. Daring the war it promised
on the platform ain England fit for heroes,
and then, the war being safely ''won,"' it
treasonably conspired with those who have
usurped the supreme powver to make her a
happy hunting ground for the recruiting
sergeants of war, degradation and vice.

Most members of this, Chamber are as old
ns I am and can remember what was pro-
mised for the wrelfare of the people. Yet
now we have another war. I warn members%,
as I have done frequently, that all is not
well. Never was Australia in greater danger
than it is ait this moment. These gangsters
have controlled the destiny and standards
of the world for years. Members who have
closely followed happenings will readily ap-
preciate that when peace returns, Germany
aind Japan will be forced to submit to the
prnpo',als contained in this agreement They
will have no alternative. This agreement is
a scheme to decoy the Allies in now.

Mr. North:. Britain has not sig-ned it yet.
'Mr. MTARSHIALL: No nation has signed

it yet; I hope that nono ever does. Mlembers
will appreciate the trickery if they study
the incidents recorded daily in the capital-
istic Press. This is a snide and subtle effort

to decoy the Allies in and sign away the
future freedom and liberty of the people
comprising those nations. For years I have
been endeavouring to awaken my colleagues
to what has been happening, but I am sorry
to say that my time has been mostly wasted
and that my utterances have fallen on deaf
ears,

Mr. Withers: On unresponsive ears.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Unless there is a rode

awakening it will probably be too late;
disaster will befall all of us. To give mem-
bers an opportunity to atppreciate the vis4ion
of some of the citizens of the British Emn-
pire, I shall quote a statement mnade by the
Lord Chief Justice of England in 1875. le
hand this to say-

The issue- that has swept down the centuries
and which will hare to he fought sooner or
later is the people versus time bankers.
In 1875 the Lord Chief Jusitice of England
had that to say about banking institutions!
Yet today it is difficult to get mnen to appre-
ciate the tyranny that these banking people
have been able to exercise, over the people
by coercing respon-,ible governments of
nations into doing their bidding. I quoted
only recently what the present Prune Mini-
ister of England and anti ca-Priev -Minister
of England, Mr. Lloyd George, Find to say
about the last peace negotiations. They
appreciated how necessary it was to clip the
wings of the bankers, but nothing was done
and so we have had this war. This par-
ticular scheme or agreement, as members will
know, wvas the occasion for great rejoicing in
Wall-street, Amierica. The financier., of
America with their proposals defeated what
was submitted by the economists of Britain.
That should havre awakened quite a number
of thoughtful people.

The material difference between the two
schemes wats that under the British scheme
gold was to be relega ted to a very unimport-
ant position in post-war reconstruction.
Under this agreement it is to take an all-
important part. That haA caused great re-
joicing- in America. What is this proposal?.
Merely to introduce an international stabihi-
sation fund of the respective currencies of
the participating nations. It looks all right
and sounds lovely. There is nothing sus-
picious ahout it at all. What is the sub-
stance of it? It is an international exchange-
measuro based on gold. It is called bancor.
It would be interesting to know how that
name wats devised. Looking- at it, I would
respectfully suggest that it came from the
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first three letters of two words "bankers" and
"tcorruption."1 The agreement is a pro-
posal to introduce an international exchange
standlard based on gold; in other words, it
w~ill exIpress the exchange value of the respec-
Live nations participating in the agreement.
The most remarkable thing about the pro-.
posal is that it is based on gold. Here is
the occasion for all the rejoicing by America
over the victory, because America holds 05
per cent. of the world's gold in vaults.
Hence the jubilation! Iit is expected and
intended that this stabilisation fund will use,
gold for clearing agreements between
nations. How can a nation use gold for
the purpose of clearing its debtor accounts
wi th other nations when it has no gold?

Mr. McDonald: Is it proposed to give them
gold subsequently?

Mr. MARSHALL: I am coming to that
point now. The hon, member must not be
premature. He will get the answer directly.
It will he easy to give it. The hon. member
must not be so considerate for his banking
f riends. Truly, as the member for West
Perth interjected, the proposal is that gold
credits wrill be advanced to any nation re-
quiring, gold for the purpose of clearing its
indebtedness. But under what conditionsI
They wvill naturally get the gold they -re-
quire on the condition that the credits so
issued will be used in America. Does not
the member for West Perth, therefore, read-
ily see that this is a scheme to lend gold
to debtor countries conditionally on their
trading on that credit in America? Thus
America will capture the world's markets.

Mr. Leslie: Do you not bear Ametica any
goodwill at all?

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not the slightest
hostility whatever to the American people,
nor have the American people devised this
scheme. But the American banker-I mean
the investing international banker-is not
to be found in America alone. The scheme,
however, is an American scheme and that
is why I constantly use the name America.
Seeing that the British proposal was turned
down, I could not very well say that Britain
is doing this, although the bankers are re-
joicing there as well as the hankers in
America over this scheme.

Mr. Leslie:- But they are honest.
Mr. MARSHALL: I tell the ban. member

that I do not discriminate between inter-
national Jews at all. They know no coun-

try; they respect no flag; they respect no
standards but their own. Anything wml do
-Yankee Doodle, Jap, Jew or Gentile-
all is honey that comes into their hives.

The Minister for Lands: You mean money.
Mr. MARSHALL: Well, call it money.
Mr. McDonald: But - is not the idea to

aid the small nations?
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, of course! The

simple-minded 'nan 1 He swallows it aill!
He rushes into it. 1 will give the hon. mem-
ber a case in point, Was not the Premiers'
Plan designed to bring about prosperity,
and I ask him "Did it?7"

Mr. McDonald: Is not Russia in this?
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Russia, as I

stated a few days ago when speaking on
the Address-in-re ply, has the perfect form
of politics desired by the capitalistic or
bankinge class-work for all at the minimum
standard for all time. There is no possible
hope of utilising mechanisation to produce
real wealth in Russia to be shared among
the people. They are abject slaves and work
all the time, men, women and children. The
member for West Perth need not worry
about Russia; she is well under the whip
and always has been. Let us look at the
scheme from another angle. We find that
one nation, possessing 95 per cent. of the
world's gold, is going to lend it out to those
nations that have none. The member for
West Perth will readily appreciate this
point when I put it to him in this way, that
America will not ship gold to another coun-
try without retaining control over it. it
would he far" too dangerous to do so. That
will not be done. It will he gold credits
ship ped] to other countries on conditions.
For this right we are to sacrifice our
sovereign power over our currency either
partly or wholly, for the great privilege
of being anchored once again to the inter-
national bankers' golden myth.

At present,, the Australian £1 is valued
at 12s. 9d. so far as its equation goes when
compared with goods in America; in other
words, our £1 note buys 12s. 9d. worth of
credits in America. Under this agreement,
all the agreeing nations are to have their
currencies devalued in the terms of gold,
and probably devalued much lower than
12s. 9d. Members -will realise that should
that take place it will mean that our raw
materials, as well as the -raw materials of
other countries will be sent to America,
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where it will be manufactured into finished
goods. Thus will America he able success-
fully to compete against any nation, irres-
pective of that nation's standards. That is
the position. This is an effort to bring Aus-
tralia down to a nation of wood and water
Joeys. We will produce raw materials
which America will buy; no finished articles
will be manufactured in Australia for ex-
port to America. America will not want
them. In my humble judgment, should this
agreement be signed, the factories which
are now in existence here, and which are
ready for the change-over from a war econ-
omly to a peace economy, will be useless. We
will not want them. I therefore sincerely
hope this motion will he carried.

I have given my views on the proposal
as I see it. Like the Irishman, I can see
the unseen hand. I have studied these
moves and watched the workings of these
international bankers corrupting govern-
ments, one after another, irrespective of
their politics. First one and then the other.
I wvarn members. There we have the basic.
principle of the scheme. I ask members
which wrill be the victorious nation. I do not
want to speak disrespectfully of America
us a nation. Those people are good, clean-
living, honest and honourable, and yet
31,000,0l00 of them starved amidst meehani-
sation and the real wealth of the American
nation during the period I have referred
to. Notwithstan ding all the gold and the
mechanisation they had, and the glorious
climkate, the steel of America, and other ad-
vantages, 31,000,000 of those people were
on the dole.

Mr. Leslie: We were told that Govern-
inents caused that depression.

Mr. MARSHIALL: No Ooverunment caused
it. This is not a Government proposal. It
has been engineered underground by the
financiers andi then put to Governments.
The member for Browvn Hill-Ivanhoe speak-
ing only last night pointed out the power
that the wealthy class had so far as propa-
ganda is concerned, and he was right too.
I commend him for his remarks. He spoke
truthfully in regard to the capitalistic
Press. It is owned and controlled by capi-
talism and interlocked with banking inter-
ests and institutions. Any member may
say, oil these proposals which I have been
discussing, that if the agreement is signed
Australia will have its representation on

this foreign board. It will have representa-
tion, but that will he hopelessly outvoted.

What chance would anyone have of being
elected to this particular board or auth-
ority unless he was inclined to subscribe
to the theories and the proposals submitted
by the international financiers? The Press
would he used, the cinema would be used
and the wireless would be used against
him. That would be the position unless
high finance knew that those who were to
be elected were prepared to give effect to
their desires. The hon. member also truth-
fully said there was no such thing as a free
Press, and there hats not been one for Years.
The last free Press we saw in Australia
was ''The Bulletin,'' before it fell into the
clutching hand] of the present group. To
give members some idea of the freedJoin of
the Press I wvill quote from a statnient
made by a man named John Winton, ex-
editor of ''The New York Times." Onl his
retirement he was hanqlueted, and it fell
to his lot to reply to the toast of "The In-
dependent Prest." This ii what Mr, W inton
had to say at that funcetion-

There is no such thing in America as an
independent Press. You know it, as I know
it. There is not one of you who would dare
write his honest opinlionls, and if hie did, YOUl
would know beforehand it would never appear
in print.

I am paid 250 dollars per week to keep my
honest opinions out of the paper I ant con-
nected with.

The business of the journalist is to destroy
the truth, to lie Outright, to prevent, to vilify,
to fawn at the feet of Mtnnzon, and to sell
himself, and his country, rind his race for his
daily bread. You know this, and I know it,
and what folly is; this to he toasting an ''In-
dependent Press.''

We are the tools and vassals of rich men
behind the scenes. We arc jumping jacks.
They pull the strings, and we dance. Oar
talents, our possibilities, and our lives arc the
property of these men.

We are intelleptual prostitutes.

Mr. North: In vino in veritas. Truth in
wine.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have referred to the
first barrel. In order to show the Chainber
how these people work I now want to refer
to the second barrel which is being fired.
There can be nio argument about this. I
feel confident that Australian p)eople at
least will never tolerate another depression.
The individuals I speak of are fully aware
of that and realise that if this agreement
is signed the standards of Australia will be
in their hands. These people aspire to
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power as well as profit-power is mostly
what they look for-and they realise that
if the people are allowed to he free, happy
and prosperous, they will have no control
over them. It is only by subjugating them
and keeping them down low on the ladder
-of prosperity, coercing them and keeping
them in debt, that they feel they will be
.able to handle them and rule supreme over
their destinies. That would be their am-
bition in the event of the ag-reement being
signed. They want to make sure that once
wve come in we shall not get out.

They have got another barrel ready for
nations foolish enough to subscribe to the
theory of a federal union. They propose to
cereate another oligarchy which mvill be set
up in a foreign country, and he armed with
all the collective powers which the nations
will have subscribed, air force, navy and
army, to do its will. go that if we want
to get out there will be no munitions either
at the front door or at the back door. That
is the idea. Once they get us in we will
never get out. If we make Any protest and
attemipt to fight our way out the oligarchy
will let loose its forces upon us, or upon
Any other refractory nation which wishes,
to release itself from the dominations of
this particular gang. I warn the people of
Australia and memnbers of this House, and
the sooner they realise what is happening
the hetter. We must take action. We can-
not sit down when we know what is going
on. I realise that there is no man better
-versed in these facts than is the Prime
Minister of Australia. Mr. Curtin is one
of the most able of men on these subjects, a
brilliant writer and An eloquent speaker in
condenation of them. But he is only
human, and he can make mnistakes. All poli-
ticians will appreciate the fact that a man
f4d; more confident, and idec(iops 'more
courage in doing what he knows to be right,
wheni he has the hulk of the people behind
him.

We should give that assurance to the
Prime Minister of Australia. He will not
require very much or anything in the way
of coercion. I noticed a statement in the
Press a few weeks ago, a short paragraph,
which indicated clearly that Mr. Curtin
could see what was going to happen. I ask
this House to support the motion in order
that Mr. Curtin may feel more conlident
and gain more encouragement, and be in-
spired to do what I know that he knows

is the right thing. We should not leave him
high and dry because in these circumstances
the temptation is particularly strong. There
is a risk in the circumstances. Mr. Curtin
has been for a trip abroad. I know that no
effort on the part of these people will be
spared to influence him with the necessity
for legislation of this sort. I know that he
understands them, thank God, and I also
know that they can tell Mr. Curtin nothing
in regard to these Mater. I want this
House to give him courage, to let him know
that at least so far as we arc concerned
we wvift take the :responsibgiity we will
do so when we pass this motion-of answer-
ing for the people of Western Australia,
because thero is no time to consult themn by
way of a referendum.

That is all that my motion asks for. In
explanation, I will put the matter this way.
Whilst I know that Mr. Curtin has his eyes
wide open, and fully appreciates all that
can happen, I foci that there arc others in
the Cabinet who may not possess the same
knowledge. Dr. Evatt took two trips across
to America and England. I suppose there
were very urgent and most important mat-
ters for him to deal with. The most remark-
able fact, and the strangest thing of all,
was chat JDr. Evatt was accompanied on
both occasions and shadowed every inch of
the way by Mr. Robinson of Broken Hill
Proprietary fame, a man who held big in-
terests in oil and steel in Australia, America
and England.

Mr. Cross: Was lie not a big subscriher
to the "No" campaign 9

Air. MARSHALL: It is reniarkable that
this one man should accompany the same
representative 4f -the Commonwealth on
both occasions. Is it any wvonder that on
their return from the last trip the Sydney
"Morning Heralit" should herald it with
this statement: "Dr. Evatt has seen the
right man." The right mian for whom, the
people of Australia, the working classes,
the masses? 1 suppose 98 per cent. of the
people of the Commonwealth are working
people. Would he see the right persons to
look after the welfare of our people in
this coumpany? Would the righbt people
have been seen to do justice to our people,
or would people have been seen who would
endeavour to inifluence the signing of an
agreement of this sort? Those arc things
which agitate my mind and cause me grave
concern and worry. I know that Mr. Car-
tin will be awake to the situation, but we
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should do our best to encourage him to give
effect to the opinions which he would ex-
press upon this subject.

I suppose if I stood here for the rest
of the evening and gave my own views they
would not be accepted as being very authori-
tative upon the subject. I have tried on
scores of occasions to point out that this
schemne and this plan have been going on for
years. it is not a condition of war, or
the stress of war. It is an attempt on the
part of gangsters snidely to impose their
will upon the people by tickling their
passions with promises while the war Is Onl
of a new world order and of the
many good things that will come
about after the war. So I desire%,
nat the risk of labouring the point
and irking mny listeners, to road one
or two quotations, trusting that members
will bear with mc. I have a pamphlet writ-
ten by a man who is in thle forefront of
the monetary reform. movemnent in Sydney,
his name being Stanley F. Allen. I do not
propose to present his opinions but, for
convenience, I shall quote from his poin-
phlet extracts front certain articles, that
appeared in circulars; published in the
American Hankers' Association's maga-
zine. The cireulars are most astouinding.
and I particulairly want Country Party
members to take notice of what .1 shall
read. They will see how hopeless it is for
themi to be constantly crying out to the
State Government to reduce the eapitali-
sation on fanning propositions, for it can-
not be done under~ the present monetary

sse.It certainly cannot he done by
the Government under present day cireum-
s tances because, though the State may re-
duce the 'capi tali sation, foreign investors
can promptly reduce the price of commodi-
ties. Where does that get us?

The Government writes, off capital and
the foreign investor controls the price of
the product. Thus the producers are still
kept in a state of slavery. We cannot alter
the position until the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment assumes the sovereignty that
rightly belongs to it and denies the right
to private institutions to create credit.
What I shall quote represents vital facts,
references to which appeared in the hank-
ers' own magazine. It shows what control
has been exercised over the nation's save.
reignty in the field of currency-and what
can be done in America can certainly he
done here. Here is one extract which was

circulated in 1891 and is indicative of thle
cunningly gained control of the power to
create money that was secured by the men
who manipulate thle national currency
there-

We authorise our loan agents in the West-
ern States to loant oat funds on real estate,
to fall (ice on September 1st, 1894, and at no
time thereafter. On September 1st, 1594, we
will not renew our loans, under any considera-
tion. On September 1st we will demand our
money. We will foreclose and become niort-
gagees in possession. We can take two-thirds
of the farms west of the Mississippi and
thousands of tlhem cast of time great Missis-
sippi as well, ait our own price. We may as
well own three-fourthis of the farmis oif tile
West and the money of the country. Then
the farmers will becomie tenants, as in Eng-
land. After September 1st, the interest we
receive on coupons will be accumulated. We
will not lend any of our funds after that date,
as we can make mnore monney by withholding
our interest income.

That is one circular which will he interest-
ing to those, who really believe that the
State Government call do sometrhing for
the agriculturist although the power rests
in the! hands of these people whvlo have no
respect for farmners or- for the people gene-
rally, hut bin-c regard only to the profits
and the power that they themselves dpsire.
Here is another circular, bearing date the
11th March. 1893, under the- authority of
the American Bankers' Association-

Dear Sir,-The interests of national banks:
require imnmelinite financial legislation by Con-
gress. Silver, silver certificates and Treasury
notes must be retired and national bank notes,
upon a gtold basis, be mnade the only money.
This will require the authorisation of
600,000,000 to 1,000,000,000 dollars of new
bonds as a basis of circulation. You will at
once retire one-third of your circulation (your
paper man cy) and call in one-bali of your
loans. Be careful to make a monetary strin-
gency among your patrons, especially among
influiential business men. The future life of
national (private) banks as fixed and safe
investments depends upon immediate action,
as there is anl increasing sentiment in favour
of Government legal-tender notes anid silver
coin age.

This circular appeared when Amnerica. was,
setting out to take control of the issue of
her own currency. The circular was spread
around as an act of defiance in view of the
possibilities of the situation. The banks
even wanted Congress to pass legislation
and an issue of 1,000,000,000 dollars of new
bonds as a basis of circulation. I would
remind the member for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe that there was no gold basis here.
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Mr. McDonald: From what book are you
faking those extracts?

Mr. MARSHALL: From a booklet en-
titled "Stop That Thief," by Stanley F.
Allen, of Sydney. Then I come to a pub-
lished statement in the United States
Banks' Association's magazine, under date
t'-ke 6th August, 1924, from which I quote
the following:-

Capital must protect itself in every possible
way, both by combination an-a legislation.
Delbts must be collected. Mortgages must be
foreclosed as rapidly as possible. When,
through a process of law, the common people
lose0 their homes, they will become more docile
and more easily governed through the strong
arm of Government, applied by a. central
power of wealth uader leading financziers.
These truths are well known amiong our prin-
cipal men, now engaged in forming an im-
perialism to govern the world. By dividing
the voters through the political party system,
we ran get then, to expend their energies in
fightiing for questions of no importance. it
is thus by discreet action we can secure for
ourselves that which has been so planned and
so successfully accomplished.

There we have it! Does any member of
this House want anything more profound
than that! Hove is the coeeme revealed
in all its particulars. This is the final shot.

The Minister for Lands: Were those eir-
eulars issued privately or were they avail-
aile to the public?

Mr. MAIISHALL: They were supposed
to lbe issued secretly for circulation amiong
the bankers, but some people had mecans of
getting bold of them. Perhaps the banks
here may be able to supply the Minister
with copies.

Mr, 'MeDonid: I would say they should
find a place among our humorous litera-
ture.

Mr. MARSHALL:. Is this what our sol-
diers are fighting and dying for? Is that
why our lads left our farms to shed their
blood on foreign battlefields? Will they
approve of such schemes that will force
them off the land and evict themi from their
homes? I doubt very much whether the
soldiers will agree to such a practice. I
feel confident that the Commonwealth Gov-
erment of Australia 'will not bc involved
in any such procedure. Nevertheless, it is
idle to deny the fact that these people, to
whomn I have been referring, exercise sup-
memoe power over all Governments and have
exercised it successfully and with impunity
over past year-s. They will coutinue to
succeed unless our statesmen and the pub-

lie men of Australia generally immediately
awaken to a realisation of the position and
raise their voices in protest against the
system. One of the greatest statesmen
America has produced, apart from Abrahan.
Lincoln, was Thomas Jefferson, and this is
what he had to say-

I believe that banking institutions are more
dangerous to our liberties than standing
armnies. Already they have raised up a money

aitcaythat has set the Government at
defiance. The issung power (of money) should
be taken from the banks, and restored to the
Government and to the people to whom it be-
longs.

How wonderfully true was that statement,
which was made years before the event, and
not afterwards. Years ago, Jefferson was
fully aware of the intrigues and the coy-
ruptirsn that were practised.

M1r. McDonald: The power to issue money
was restored.

Mr. MARSHALL:- But the banks won the
fight. It must be appreciated that when
references are made to national banks in
Amierica, those are really private banks
and are not national in the sense that ini-
plies public ownership. I thank members
for the tolerant manner in which they have
listened to me this evening. I know how
irksome it is to listen to one who harps
upon the same subject so often. It is neces-
sary, however, to expose the aetivities of
this particular organisation, so that thle
position may be fully understood. For that
reason I have moved the motion to which
I ami addressing myself now, for I appre-
ciate what lies ahead of Australia if we do
not move in the matter now.

Mr. -North: Have you a remedy?

Mr. MNAIRSHALL: Of course! The remedy
is to retain our own sovereignty in regard
to monetary matters so that it may be used
for the betterment of the nation. In eon-
elusion, I wish to state that I have givenl
members the benefit of the views of sonic
other people, who are niot socialists or
Labour men, but who are orthodox in their
economic and political views.

Mr. Smith: Does Russia control her own
banks?

Mr, MARSHALL: I think she does to the
same degree that Australia controls the
Commonwealth Bank-neither more nor
less.

Mr. Sm-ith: Arc there no private banks
there7
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31r. MAR SHALL: I do not think there are,
but that does not say that the position is
not controlled there as it is in America
and Australia. The financial position is
controlled in the same manner throughout
the world. The gold dollar controls the lot.
Here is what the American author and
banking authority, L. Dlenney, wrote--

All nations must tremble before our federal
reserve board. High money rates imposed by
it in 1929 brought suffering to millions of for-
eign workers. That blow hit Britain hardest
of all.

Then Sir Josiah Stamp, formierly a direc-
tor of the Banik of England, who some little
time ago was killed in a bomb explosion,
had this to say-

Never in the history of the world has so
much power been vested in a small body of
men as the federal reserve board of the U.S.A.
These men have the welfare of the world in
their hands.

That is the position. I hope my motion will
meet with a favourable reception because
of its democratic characteristics. I con-
clude my remarks by quoting a few lines
from the poet Whittier, which outline the
position exactly as I see it today-

Now, when our land to ruin's brink is
verging,

In God's name, let us speak while there
is time!

Now, when the padlocks for our lips are
forging,

Silence is crime.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-
bate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MOTION-PUBLIC UTIIJTIE..

As to Facilitating Elftiiency.

MR. NORhTH (Claremont) [7.32] : I
move-

Since public utilities are here to stay every-
thing possible should be done to facilitate their
efficiency, in particular the public should be
able to put their money into such concerns as
the Railways, Electricity and Tramway and
Trolley systems.

Recently Mr. Churcbill, speaking from Lon-
don, made the following remarks:-

There is a broadening field for State owner-
ship and enterprise, especially in relation to
all kinds of monopolies; but all the more vital
is the earliest possible revival of widespread,
healthy and vigorous private enterprise.

We have many motions moved in this
Chamber, and have listened to many speeches

dealing with the control and finprovemen
of private enterprise. At present there ar
all sorts of control for curbing of price
and governing in many ways the aetivitie
of private enterprise. Much of the work o
this Chamiber and of various public hodie
is directed towards that end. But, as I hay
.just quoted 'Mr. Churchill himself, from hi
point of view as the leader of the Britisi
Empire, there is a big future for publi,
enterprise, especially as regards monopo
lies. The quotation I read just now was oi
the buck of a National Party pamphlet
Thus' the National Party is in favour oi
Mr. Churchill's views. As we have hadl .s
much activity over private enterprise for -
number of years, I submit the time ha!
come when this Chamber, through its memi
hers and thro ugh the Government, shook
g"ive much more attention to our puhlik
enterprises. Here we use the term "publit
utilities," which comprises the most im.
portant of them.

It seems to me that we might well g-vt
attention to the question of how thosc
utilities could be improved in regard to the
condition of their employees and in regard
to the quality of the plant used, and thirdly,
and perhaps most important of nll from
our point of view, as to their financing-. On
the first item I would suggest-and I think
we are all agreed on this question-that
the greatest possible persona] interest of
employees in the work of these- utilities
should be fostered. The employees should
feel that they have some of the very hea.
plant to operate, and they should be en-
eon raged to take pride iii their work, and
not to feel, as they often do, that they are
using shoddy and old equipment to carry
out their duties. That of course will mnean
a complete overhauling in the first place of
our method of replacing old plant. Every-
body knows that in private concerns, if they
arc to carry on at all, there moat b(!
mnodernising of equipment. A bus company,
for instance, though of course not during
the war, replaces its vehicles as soon as
there is any need to do so, and then the
latest models are obtained. And so it is in
all1 industries run by private enterprise.
That must be so if they are to succeed. We
in our Government utilities have not that
kind of hook-keeping. So far as I know,
the control of replacement of equipment is
not so much dependent upon when it is
desirable, as upon the time when it is prac-
tically forced upon those in authority.
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That is the first direction in which we
should have a change in the method of our
replacement of obsolete equipment in all our
public utilities. The change would enable
the railways, for instance, or the Electricity
Supply Department or the State Tramnways,
to have a method of accounting which would
enable them to give us later and better
vehicles and plant as time goes on. The
second point, which I regard as of as much
importance as the first, is to create a
greater interest on the part of the people in
the public utilities. As I see the position
today, a public utility is looked upon as

smtigwhich is, I will not say despised,
lint treated with lack of interest on the part
,of the public-the public looking upon those
utilities as things they should take down
when they can. There appears to be a pub-
lic feeling that they should get something
out of public utilities by way of a reaction
to severe taxation. We talk about public
utilities being owned by the pJeople, but
that attitude is not shown at all. In order
to make a really drastic change in the out-
look, we have to go to the third suggestion
which I am putting before the House, the
question of the financial side of the utili-
ties.

I 'was not going to deal in any way at
all with the main question of financial re-
form, which is often brought forward here.
T was looking at public utilities just as an
objective on their own, in the same way
as I mnight, in trying to improve a mnotor-
ear, start with the differential without any
concern whatever for the other parts of the
vehicle which make it a useful servant.
What can we do with the public utilities
in particular? Jt seems Fto me there is
a striking fact known to us all which hears
on this question, and that is that whereas we
have to pay in Australia for our loans four
pier cent. on the savings of those who financed
the railways whbich we claim to own, our
own Savings Bank deposits in Australia
show approximately an interest rate of two
per cent. And really the deposits in those
savings banks amount to a far grecater sum
of money than is involved] in the whole of
the Australian railways. The savings hank
dleposits total between £300,000,000 and
£C400,000,000. Adding all the back lossesi
and a great deal of money taken away from
the charges against their railways by the
Eastern States, in order to make the ig-
tires look better, I have made my estimate

from the latest figures available, those re-
lating to 1941.

Australian savings banks today are
carrying, in hundreds of millions of pounds,
a greater sum thtan that invested in the
whole of the Australian railways. it
means that we who own these railways, or
claim to own them, have obtained aceomn-
modation from. saving people in other parte
of the world at the rate of four per cent.,
representing in round figures £16,000,00
annually for service of the debt. Yet our
own Australian savings, actual money that
we own, is put away in other institutions
payingo interest at the rate of two per cent.
per annum. If we could imagine £89,000,000
per annum in the hands of the Railwa~y
Department, what an enormous difference
it would make to the running of our rail-
ways and opportunities for improving the
scr vices, and the possibility of giving such
facilities here as are available in other
parts of the world! During the time I have
had the pleasure of being a member of this
Chamber, if one adds together the amounts
involvedl, the total comes to the sum of
£1I60,000,000 on Lhe roudgh, calculation I
have put forward. That £160,000,000 would
have been sufficient not only to convert all
the gauges in Australia to the standard
which is the dream of statesmen and poli-
ticians3 today, hut also to do all modernis-
ings and improv ements, and even perhaps
to reduce fares and give better services
than we can dream. of today.

Then the question arises as to the sav-
ings bank deposits. Could we take those
sums to meet our needs? Under present
conditions , of course, that is not possible;
but if it is true under the new policy which
has come about during the war of greatl~y
extending employmnent-niow, of course, on
de~truetive -objectives-why cannot some
of our savings bank deposits be applied to.

these loans as they are now in other direc-
tions necessitated by the war? But if wve
are going to have this improved employ-
ment percentage, there will be many hun-
dreds of millions of pounds' increased na-
tional income, from which we could surely
obtain funds for the purpose of financing
our own public utilities. Does it not seemi
strange to consider that our own public
enterprises are actually penalised far more
heavily than the private companies which
they were set up to replace? The British
railways, for instance, some of the finest
railways in the world, show usually a profit

569



[ASSEMBELY.)

of ironm 3 to 31/ per cent. That is their
profit, and they are very proud of it, and
they give some of the finest services in the
world. We are conipelled, with 4 per cent.
as the approximate basis of interest, be-
fore we canl make a return, to obtain reve-
nue over and above that 4 per cent. There-
fore we have to do a great deal better thaii
the British railways, with all their enor-
mnous populations and short distances to
work on, before we can attempt to balances
our ledger so far as our railways are eon-
reined.

So if we could visualise a slight alter-
at ion in our- savings bank plans on the
lines that there should he a reduced rate
of interest deterninable to those investors
-who wish to proceed as they do now, put-
ting their money in and taking it out, and
if we perhaps suggested a rate of 21/ per
cent., or 2 per cent. more than is paid to
those who are prepared to put their money
into another ehaninel thaii that of the sav-
ings bank, we -would enable that money to
he allocated to the reduction gradually of
our railway overdrafts or loans. This
would meet the position, and enable us to
adhere to what is still called sound finance,
leaving out of consideration monetary re-
fom in this particular situation. Then in
the course of comparatively a few -years
we should be able to wipe off these enor-
mous debts and really possess our own utili-
ties. We would also be, able to do many
things which today are not available to us
because we borrow our own people 's say-
ings at one rate and other people's savings
ait higher rates.

I do not know whether that proposition
appeals to members, but I do know that
after the last4 war interest on saving wats
reduced a good deal in certain countries.
If something of that sort could be consid'-
ered the public would have two choices in
regard to savings deposits. One would be
the ordinary avenue for savings as at pre-
sent, perhaps with a slightly lower rate of
iterest, and the other would be to encour-
age people by a slightly higher rate of in-
terest to put their money, in blocks, into
a scheme which would enable our railways
and other utilities to be financed at much
lower rates, as a -result of which the people
would own those services. In that way peo-
ple would be inclined to give a great deal
more attention to the protection of public
assets. On miany trains today one can see
beautiful leather seats and the backs of

seats slashed through, apparently with
knives. Similar vandalismn has taken place
in many of our public utilities. Only yes-
terday reference was made in the Press to
vandalism at Cottesloc. But there is no
real association between those who smash
things at Cottesloc and the ratepayers of
the municipality. Unfortunately there is
not sufficient pride of ownership.

If, however, a lot of our savings bank
money were involved in those utilities, not
only would grater improvements In,
effected, such as the introduction ol more
miodern carriages, the regrading of lines,
etc., but people would be aware tlhat those
improvements were being made from their
own savings and would value them. I canl-
not see why that matter should not be
given attention with a view to inducing the
necessary authorities to take action. So
far as this State is concerned the authority
would be the Commonwealth Government,
but iii the other States there are, of course,
State Savings Banks. In the event of such
a course being adopted, the management
of public utilities such as our railways
could be more businesslike. The concern
would be ]nade mlore profitable because
those in charge would see an opportunity
of securing extra money and would be in-
clined to make conditions mnore attractive.
In that connection wea might perhaps suzg-

gest, in Order to lower fares and freights,
that Federal subsidies should be! paid. If
my plan were adopted and the railwvaysc
-were put onl a better financial basis the ser-
vice rendered to farmers and others would
be improved and that would be ain en-
couragemneont for Federal subsidies for the
scheme. Whatever was dloie with the rail-
ways, they would still have to be in the
nature of a servant andi not a profitevr.

Imagine what could he done if it were
realised that the railways were beoming
solvenlt and there was money to spend! Tn
that event something could he dlone about
the Central Railway Station. It eould be
pulled down and a first-class building sub-
stituted. Revenue could be obtained from
shops and arcades associated with the
building, and a start would be made to-
wards attracting people to use the railways
to a greater extent once inow. Such a
plan, of course, would be entirely dependent
upon whether or not we shall have after
the war a complete change in our city rail-
way route. That is not for me to say, but
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whatever was done there would be an in-
centive from first to last to make the rail-
ways a paying concern, if the rates of in-
terest could be reduced from 4 per cent. to
2 / per cent. Some members may see bet-
ter ways of achieving my object which is
that if the people are going to own an en,.
terprise they should own the mortgages on
it, and should not be at the beck and call
of other people in the world who are in
effect the beneficiary owners of the con-
cern. There is no suggestion of defeating
our creditors. The idea would be that
money would be funded and paid off as
loans fell due until the people themselves
owned the railways.

MR. CROSS (Caninig) : The member for
Claremont is to be commended for bringing
this motion forward because it contains food
for considerable discussion and thought. I
do not know whether the M1inister has noticed
that the earnings of the metropolitan tram-
way and trolleyhus. services increased from
£304,000 in 1940 to E515,000 for the finan-
cial year ended on the 30th June last. That
is a record, and has been achieved with very
little rollingatoek. As a matter of fact,
there are now on the dead end of the tram-
ways a number of vehicles which cannot be
used because it has not been possible during
the war to obtain new motors. I do not
know what preparations the Government is
making to deal with the situation immnedi-
ately new equipment is aivailable from Great
Britain. The running strain on the equip-
mnent has been phenomenal during the war
period. The strain on some of the tramns
and trolleybuses that have been running six
and seven days a week fromi six in the morn-
ing till midnight has been tremendous.

With the member for Claremont, I am of
the opinion that in order to ensure the great-
est efficiency and to give the greatest amount
of service to the public in the post-war days
consideration should be given to this matt er
now. We should copy the action which was
taken in London and many other large cities
of the world a long time ago. There should
be a rester metropolitan transport board.
The whole of the passenger vehicle traf-
Hie in the greater metropolitan area should
be placed under one control in order to
ensure efficiency and proper co-ordination.
At present a considerable proportion of
passenger traffic is carried by private
enterprise and in all cases the vehicles arc

run with fuel that has to be imported from)
oversea. On the other hand, the whole of
the Government vehicular traffic, or the
greater proportion of it, is run on electric
cureent. The tramns and trolleybuses are run
an power generated from coal produced in
this State. It goes without saying that
the present obsolete system should be
scrapped.

The Premier: Oh, no!
Air. CROSS: Preparations should he well

in hand to get now equipment immediately
it is available from Great Britain. No one
will dispute that the Perth tramway system,
which has existed for 30 years, has served[
a useful purpose, but it has outlived its
usefulness.

The Premier: Ohi. no!
Mr. Don ey: I find it useful for going

home at night.
Mr. CROSS: A lot of people are not like

the niember for Williams-Narrogin.
Mr. Seward: Your Premier agrees with

him.
Mr. CROSS: It might suit the member

for Williams-Narrogin to get on a tramn or
train which takes three-quarters of an hour
to carry him to where up-to-date transport
would convey him in 15 minutes. I am satis-
fled 'that the public of Western Australia,
and particularly in the greater metropolitan
area, will be satisfied only with the best.

The Premier: The tramway system is all
right for a couple of miles Irom the centre
of the city.

Mr. CROSS: The position is that it has
been demonstrated that trolleybuses can be
run more cheaply and faster than trais.

The Premier: There is a rotten petrol bus
service in Melbourne, which is the most up-
to-date city in Australia.

'Mr. CROSS. The fact that they are out of
date in Melbourne is no reason why we
should be out of date here.

Mr. J. Hegney: Hear, hear!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GROSS: I know that no one in the
greater metropolitan area of London would
be satisfied to go back to the obsolete tram-
wvay system that was scrapped a long time
ago.

The Premier: They have buses doing four
miles an hour on the average.

Mrv. CROSS: The density of traffic there
is very different from what it is here. The
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Premier does not want to imagine that there
is no room for change here. I think there is.

Mr. SPEAK 1ER: I think it would be a
change if the Premier paid attention to the
Chair and had his say after the member for
Canning sat down.

Mr. CROSS: People south of the river
were promised years ago that they would be
provided with trolleybuses and those buses
should be on order. There is something
else which is not to the credit of anyone.
One can go to the Tratnway Department and
on any wet day or night find half of the
vehicles exposed to the weather. It is high
time that vehicles worth tens of thousands
of pounds were stabled and not exposed to
the heat of the sun or to inclement weather
when they are not in use. Plans should be
well in hand for the provision of a new
bridge to cater for the south of the river.
That is absolutely essential. The Causeway
outlived its usefulness years ago. It was
widened 20 years ago. I visualise that after
the war there will be three or four times
the ordinary volume of road traffic, perhaps
more. In view of that fact, plans to cope
with the situation should be well in hand.
The motion gives, plenty of food for thought
and steps should be taken to prepare for
changes that are absolutely necessary. I
do not know, but I think the time has arrived
when consideration should be given to the
complete electrification of the metropolitan
raiilwvay systenri between Midland Junction
and Fremantle.

The bottleneck of all the country railway
trade that goes to Fremantle should not go
through the centre of the city. I do not
know of any other city-at any rate any
European city-the size of Perth where it
would be tolerated. The railways should
be constructed to go around the city and
the metropolitan railway system should be
eletrified and used for passenger traffic,
thus providing a better and quicker ser-
vice. Whether the Government thinks along
these lines or not, public opinion will de-
mand a change because we live in a time
of change and people want the best and
quickest transport facilities. If wve arc to
keep our pla5ce on the map, the various
points that I have raised this evening must
be given serious consideration. I will be
interested if the Premier, in his reply, will
teUl us how far the Government has gone
in the preparation of catering for the post-

war vehicular traffic in the greater metro-
politan area.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

XOTION-HAXBOURS.

As to Formation of State Board.

Debate resumed from the 30th August
on the following motion by Mr. Ihill:

That in the opinion of this House a Stare
harbours hoard should be formed for thle pur-
pose of providing the State wit), a colordinated
and efficient policy of harbour and port de-
velopinent, administration and control.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (8.1)]: 1 do not propose to offer any
very serious objection to this motion. This
proposal to inaugurate a State harbours
board is of very great magnitude. It can be
truthfully said that the member for Albany
has given much more consideration to this
subject than has any other moember present.
I can remember for quite a long time now
that the bon. member when speaking onl the
Estimates or on the Address-in-reply has
advocated one harbours hoard for the State
of Western Australia. The evidence and
reports that he quoted to the House have
very little bearing- on this particular State.
The reports contained evidence submitted by
one or another authority, hut it was
evidence gathered mostly in another State
or country and, because of our geographical
position, it is not, in my opinion, applicable
to Western Australia. As a lay- person I
wouldJ agree with the hon. member that a
State harhours board would or should be
more economical and probably more effici-
ent in the working of the various port, of
the State. But that is merely my opinion;
I have no evidence to support that arg-
menti.

I can visualise that with one harbours
hoard consisting of a body of persons who
would give every consideration to the sub-
ject and lay down definite principles, and
co-ordinate all the maritime Acts and har-
bour Acis, etc., the development of the
ports of Western Australia might be im-
proved. Because of that it might be anl
advantage to have one harbour authority
in Western Australia. But members will
agree that we need more evidence and in-
formation on the subject than has been sub-
mitted to the House. The Government hag
caused certain investigations and inquiries
to be made for that purpose. No Parliament
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would attempt to create such an authority If we are to extend our trade and make it
without further information. I see nothing
wrong with the motion. We would probably
be much better off with one administration.
It would probably do away with the inter-
port jealousies that exist. Some ports arc
controlled by a harbour board and some by
thle Harbour and Lights Department, end
these authorities have various ideas as to
what ought or ought not to be done. The
idea of tile lion, member, by which we would
have a general policy in connection with
tile management and development of our
ports, is good. But we have no evidence on
the matter and a considerable amount of
investigation will have to be made before
Parliament can be committed to making an,
statement one way or another.

Mfr. Watts: Will it be investigated?
The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-

WEST: It is being investigated at present.
The Government, together with its other
plans for post-war reconstruction, has al-
ready issued instructions to a committee to
gather all the necessary information which
will, in due course, be placed before the
Government for its consideration. I have
nothing further to add. I have no serious

ojcion to the motion. The idea is some-
thing that would probably benefit Western
Australia, but it has stilt to be proved.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I am
glad the Minister is prepared to entertain,
onl behalf of the Government, a motion ofl
this description because I feel that it is
one of great value. It is not ninny year%
ago since a series of articles appeared in
the morning Press dealing with our har-
bours. The writer, who gave figures and
whose statements appeared to be in every
wvay well vouched for, was able to show
some extraordinary anomalies and discre-
pancies betwveen the administration and
charges at the various harbours in ithe
State for the same services. I have heard
that from the point of view of shipping
and the masters of ships it is bewildering,
.and also beyond their comprehension when,
at the different ports they may call at in
the course of their journey down the coast
of the State, they find so many varying
practices and charges, all of which add to
the difficulty of those who visit our ports.
These things are difficult to explain to
those who are responsible for the general
conduct of the shipping services. This is
a motion very much in the right direction.

attractive, as we desire, in the post-war
period one very helpful step towvards that
end is some co-ordination and uniformity
of administration of the various ports of
our State.

On motion by Air. Fox, debate adjourned.

MOTION-MEAT SUPPLY.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the 30th August
on the following motion by Mir. Seward-

That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into the supply of meat to the people
in the metropolitan area, and its disposal,
with particular reference to frozen meat; and
to makec such recommendations as the eoni-
mittee thinks fit.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
[8.10] I regret that 1 was not present
when the member for Pingelly moved the
motion, and when it wvas partially dealt
with by the Assembly. I have carefully
read and given the motion a lot of con-
sideration. I intend principally to deal
with three or four points which the hon.
member made during the course of his re-
marks, and wish, mainly, to draw the
attention of the House to some of the dif-
ficulties involved in the attempts raised by
the hon. member to solve the problems. I
agree with many of his remarks in regard
to thle difficulties, both of the producer and
the consumer, associated with the marketingt
of meat and the provision, for the
consumer, of a wholesome article. The
three points to wvhieh I would particularly
draw attention concern, firstly, the com-
mnittee of inquiry appointed by me, which
is now operating- and pursuing its inquiries
along certain specified lines; secondly, the
dc-hydration quality and frozen meat gene-
rally that has been made available to the
piublic, and thirdly, the prospect of the
adoption of the principle of selling meat
by weighlt and grade.

The committee to which I refer was ap-
pointed a month or two ago, and I would
like to advise the House of its personnel
to showr how truly representative and com-
petent it is to inquire into this subject. I
realise that the member for Pingelly, who
moved the motion and the member for
Beverley who supported it, would not like
to take any action either of themselves or
as a Select Committee which would have a
prejudicial effect upon the marketing of all
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types of meat, whether for export or local
consumption. I take it that they would
not like in any way to depress the market,
so far as the producers are concerned, nor
would they support any proposal tending
towards exorbitant prices for the consumer.
The committee of inquiry which is at pre-
sent under the direction of thc Under
Secretary for Agriculture consists of Mr.
R. H. Williamson, who is well known as the
West Australian repreoentdtive on th4
Australian Meat Board; Mr. P. S. Chan-
dler, representing the livestock trade; Mr.
J1. J1. Farrell, general manager of the
Wyndiham Meat Wi~orks, who is also thd
Commonwealth representative in this State
in connection with meat control and meat
rationing; Mr. Dunbar, Controller of tbd
abattoirs: Mr. Cullity, Superintendent of
Dairying; Mr. MNcKenzie Clarke, Chief In-
svector of Stock, anid Mr. Shier, export
lamib adviser, who is chairman of the com-
mittee. This committee initially set out
to inquire into the prospects of initiating
into the meat industry of this State the
practice of selling on a weight and grade
basis.

Mr. Mann: Is that the original comimit-
tee ~?

The MINISTEVR FOR AGRICUTLTURE:-
Yes. I point out that although circum-

sacsobtain in other States which afford
a better opportunity to introduce in those
States such a system, there are many dif-
fieulties in this State which must be re-
gardled from all angles before we could in-
stal such a system. The committee is not
mnerely inquiring into the difficulties asso-
ciated with the lproposition in this 'State,
but is also getting information interstate
and from abroad regarding the practice
where it does operate. So far the commit-'
tee has; had great co-operation and is seek-
ing information by co-operation and colla-
boration rather than by taking evidence on
oath. I am hoping that the committee will
not only be in a position to advise the flov-
ement, but will have authoritative in-
formation in connection with this matter
anid also many other things associated with
the meat trade. The members of the corn-
mnittee are not circumscribed in their in-
quiry and I am hoping from them much of
importance because they represent all sec-
tions of the trade from the producer to the
consumer, and should be in a position to
render excellent service. The commiittee
intends to weigh the advantages and dis-

advantages of the present system. it is ad-
mitted that there are many disadvantages
but there arc also many advantages.

The committee will also keenly inquire
into the prospect of adopting sales on the
hook, on a weight and grade basis, at our
principal abattoirs. There are many dif-
ficulties associated with that practice, and
although the member for Pingelly raised
the point that the practice is in vogue at
present at Albany, I point out that the
system is operating at the Albany F~reezing
Works only for the export trade and only
for stock of quality suitable for export.
That is to say, only specified quality and
types are received to be assessed on that
basis. The meat is inspected by Common-
wealth inspectors on arrival but, because
of the quality being specified before pur-
chase,' there is not the difficulty that would
be associated with such a proposition if all
sheep considered by owners to be suitable
for export or suitable for the metropolitan
market wvero forwarded to the abattoirs for
sale. At times during the year thousands
of sheep would be unsuitable for export
and thousands, too, would be of a quality
suitable only for fertiliser. If we are to
institute a system of that sort, there must
be a trend towards the marketing only of
stock that is fit either for the local trade
or for export, not store stock. At the pre-
sent stage I think it would prejudic the
sales of certain types of sheep off shears
that ultimately do get into local con sump-
tion anid, in spite of their being unsuitable
for export, are quite fit end of excellent
quality for human consumption.

There is another aspect with regard to
sales on the hook or selling on the weight
and grade basis. At Albany, for example,
there is no prospect of the prices received
piercing the price ceiling fixed by the Corn-
mionweslth. Only that ceiling price can be
reached, and I submit that one of the ad-
vantages our farmers have had in the com-
petitive system that has operated (luring
the shortages of certain types is the fact
that there has been no prohibition on prices
going above the ceiling specified. I submit
that many thousands of pounds have been
received by the producers because sales
have not been on a weight and grade basis.

Members will find that if a Select Com-
mittee were agreed to, there are many diff-
culties associated with the storage, the
chambers and the equipment necessary for
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the display so that butchers might he able
to see the type of product available, and
all sorts of structural alterations are in-
volved. If the House agrees to the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee, the position
at Albany can very quickly be investigated.
As I have mentioned, however, since the
weight and grade basis is confined to ex-
port grade of known quality at known
prices, the situation is very simple and quite
distinct from the whole ramifications of the
problem that would affect dealing in hun-
dreds of thousands of caresses at the cen-
tral abattoirs.

The member for Pingelly, in support of
his remarks, had much to say regarding
meat that was released and was specified
as of dehydration quality. There seemns to
be considerable misconception about the
quality of mutton which is intended for
the dehydrated product. The hon. member,
in the course of his remarks, said that the
best grade of meat is not suitable for dehy-
dration because the fat, when boiled down,
will disappear, and he went on to say he
was advised that only the poorest quality
of meat was suitable for dehydration. That
is quite fallacious.

Mr. Smith: What?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Fallacious! I heard a member in another
place recently state that he -was only re-
sponsible for what he said, not for what an
hon. member could understand. The qual-
ity required for dehydration is not less than
second or third quality for export. The
member for Beverley who, I understand,
culls his ewes severely, sent a large num-
ber to the Robb 's Jetty works last year.
I have here one of them in tabloid form,'
which will show to members, with the fat
streaks through it, just -what sort of sheep
aire used for dehydration. I will send it
over to the member for 'Pingelly. Members
will find, as can be proved by the prices
paid and the grades passed through the
dehlydrators, that it is an excellent type of
mutton and not less than second or third
quality export that is used for the dehy-
drated product. The difference is that
because of certain restrictions for overses
trade and because of the competition, cer-
tain parts of caresses andi certain types of
caresses hare to be discarded. Members
knowv, for example, that in the ease of beef
and of pork parts of caresses are sometimes
condemned. If half or part of a earease is

condemned, the other part, unless it con-
forms to the requisite type of cut required
for export, may have to go into the de-
hydrator. Consequently, parts of caresses
intended for ovemsea go into the dehydrator,
or they become frozen earcajes to' be
rationed on to the market during the year.
1 would like to disabuse the minds of meni-
hers that any sort of sheep is suitable for
dehydrated mutton.

I admit that during the period when the
Meat Controller found it necessary to put
on the market a certain quantity of de-
hydration quality meat, sonic unscrupulous
butchers in this city did unload on to the
public %pcrtain meats 'that they ])ad had
stored for a considerable period. Some of
it, I understand, was almost black.

Mr. Leslie: It was.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

In their endeavour to break down the use
of frozen meat in their shops and to com-
mand, as they have endeavoured to do, the
use of fresh meats, they did what they could
to prejudice the dehydration quality and the
frozen meat supplied to the market. Thu
Master Butchers' Association took action
against somne of its members and prohibited
the display of notices in their shops readin,,
"No frozen meat for sale here." I repent
that very mutch of the prejudice in the pub-
lic mind has been fostered by people who
have been anxious to prejudice certain types
of frozen meat.

'Mr. Thorn: Who was responsible for the
butchers selling frozen meat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Controller of Meat Supplies. That of-
ficer has a very great responsibility to en-
sure that the requisite quantities are main-
tained to the wholesalers and retailers. He
is not only responsible within this State but
has also had to accept the task of making
good from this State at certain times of the
year-notably May and June-large num-
bers of earcases to Eastern States cities. T
noticed that, when the member for Pingelly,
was speaking, the Leader of the Opposition
interjected that Mir. Tonkin, the Controller
of Mfeat in Australia, should have been made
to eat sonic of it. He did eat some of it.

Mr. Seward: Not the bit I had.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The bon. member probably had some that
Was Stored by butchers; it had been bought
for sausage meat and other purposes, and
when they saw an Opportunity to realise on
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it at a better price, they supplied it as frozen
meat released by the Controller.

Mr. Mann: What did they pay for it?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Some of them paid about 21/d. per lb.
Mr. Mann: I mean, what was the maxi-

mumn
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I should say that mutton did not come from
the flock of the hon. member. Possibly it
was bought in the saleyard for 2d. or 3d.
per lb). 1 propose to quote a statement from
the Eastern States Press made at a dinner.
Had I thought of it sooner-I thought of it
only' a day or two ago-I would have had
two or three careases of dehydrated mutton
made available to the Controller of Perlia-
ment House so that members could be fed
on it for a week or two before disclosing
the quality. I am sure, firstly, that they
would not have been able to cavil at the
qualit ' and, secondly, that they could not
have told it from the normal fresh article
bought in a butcher's shop. Members would
be rendering this country a great disservice
if they cavilled at or did anything to pro-
judiee the quality of frozen meat for which
Australia is famed.

Mr. Perkins: As distinct from dehydra-
tion quality?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tlhousands of tons of meat of dehydration
quality, subject to the adjustments I have
mentioned as being necessary in parts of
eareases, are consumed by the oversen public
every year.

3Mr. Perkins: As frozen meat?
The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes. I put this point of view to the member
for York. There will be and must be during
the period December of this year to May of
next year hundreds of thousands of ear-
eases of frozen meat consumed in this city,
for Very obvious reasons.

Mr. Perkins: I agree with you there.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Members must be very careful in expressing
any point of view that would prejudice that
article, which must be consumed in this
State. In addition, they will do this State
a very great disservice if it is suggested that
frozen meat exported from this State is
not a good product. There is very much to
be said on this subject and one should only
express an opinion if one knows all the
facts and all the reasons.

Mr. Mann: Some culls were imported into
this State from South Australia.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I remember that question being raised in
this House. To meet circumstances obtain-
ing in, this State a shipment had to come
in from our neighbouring State of South
Australia. Some of that shipment was not
of good quality, but that is not the subject
of this discussion.

Mr. Alann: Our quality of frozen mutton
is definitely superior to that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Beverley does not, in his
home, because of his circumstances, consume
the type of meat which the average citizen
of Perth must consume if he buys meat
from any retail butcher throughout the
year. It is unavoidable that frozen meat
and mutton must be served to the com-
munity of this State. There is nothing
wrong with it. If butchers cavil at selling
frozen meat or mutton and if it is difficult
to handle, that may be due to the fact that
the butchers might be absolutely prejudiced
and desire to gain some other advantage for
themselves. Those butchers should not be
ia the butchering trade.

Mr. Fox: There are butchers who do
everything they can to supply good quality
meat.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. There is a section in the butchering
trade which is anxious to monopolise, if it
p)ossibly can, a greater proportion of fresh
meat than is permitted to them under the
rationing system.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I have several documents which have been
handed to me by the State Controller of
Meat Supplies. lie is very concerned at
alarmist statements that have been made and
because a misunderstanding might enter
into the public mind of this State, and the
public thus become prejudiced against the
wholesome products of this State, and fur-
ther because such prejudice might have a
bad effect on our oversce trade. The Con-
troller of Meat Supplies, as I previously
said, has a great responsibility to see that
the, public is supplied with the quantities
necessary to cover all the trade requirements
of the 'State. 1 'Not only has he had to do
that, but certain shipments have had to be
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made to the Eastern States. I think the
prospective seasonal supplies on this occa-
sion wvill not be half our normal lamb sup-
])Iies, It may perhaps be 30 per cent., but
not 30 per cent. of an average good year.
That will have a twofold effect. It will force
more mutton into local consumption; but if
the season persists in some parts of the
State, we shall have hundreds of thousands
of cull ewes and other types of sheep that
cannot be held forced on to the market be-
tween now and next year.

Mr. Leslie: We are likely to have good
ewes on account of the low price of wool.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That, too, may he a natural sequence of
events, with the result that large quantities
of frozen mutton will be in store ia this
State, in view of the normal lamb supplies
ovcrsea, for local consumption. I therefore
ask members not to indulge in extravagant
remarks which tend to condemn what is a
wholesome food and the only kind of food
iii the meat line that overaca countries re-
ceive from us. In the course of his state-
ments to me, the Controller of Meat Sup-
plies mentioned the quantity of dehydrated
mutton that was rationed on to the local mar-
ket. He released 218 tons of dehydration
quality, equal to approximately 2 lbs. per
bead of the population, and 347 tons of
export mutton, equal to 3Yz lbs. per head
of the population. I mention those figures
to show how unfortunate it is that we have
sonmc types of business people who are
anxious to dispose of a quality product much
inferior to dehydration quality nd frozen
mutton.

I should be pleased to make arrangements
later on in the Iamb season for two or three
parties of members of this House to inspect
what actually happens at the State Meat
Works at Robb's Jetty. I am sure the mem-
ber for South Fremantle wilt he anxious to
have them in his district and will ex-
tend to them every courtesy. I have
inuitioned that very large shipments of
mecat, identical w,%ith the quality that was
placed on the local market, were sent to
the Eastern States. That meat was, as I
say, of identical quality with the meat
which seemed to cause so many complaints
in this city. Sonic splendid comments were
mande on it. Reports from oversca of ship-
nments highly commended the meat sent
from this State. I shall read a comment

(22]

from a report from London dated the 5th
June of this year. It is as follows:-

The two remaining consignments of lambs
which made Lup the balance were from Western
Australia and shipped by West Australian Ex.
ports and Anchborage Butchers, Ltd. They
were likewise very excellent lots, satisfactory
in all respects. These two West Australian
shippers were responsible for practically all
the mnutton on the ship, which although mostly
ewes were a very good run of useful carcases.
They were very favourably commffented upon
for their general goad standard of quality,
which again appeared to have been enhancedl
by the absence of those very low third quality
careases chat used to be included.

Some of the ewves that were marketed in
London had to be slaughtered last summer;
they were the ewes in respect of which the
Government saw that the producers got
better prices than they would have got had
they been marketed at the Midland Junc-
tion salcyards. Members will readily ac-
knowledge that, Reports from the East-
ern States disclose that there was a similar
anxiety in the nieat trade in Sydney to
p~revent the sale of frozen meat, if that
could be done. A comment from the Con-
troller of Meat Supplies in New South
Wales say--

Complaints from con sumers are in many
eases justified because of the lack of co-opera-
tion amongst a section of the trades. What
this section wanted was to endeavour to corner
the fresh supp~le, irrespective Of the price
they paid, and leave those who could net
afford to de this to handle frozen mutton only.
They consequently did their utmost to dis-
credit the frozen article. Some even put a
sign on their windows-' No frozen mutton
sold here.'' The Retail Association made their
memibers withdraw this sign. In conclusion, I
wvant to mention that during the late autumn
and early winter months thousands of earcases
of frozen mutton placed in cold store by pri-
vale concerns are sold in the metropolitan arca
each year and this year is no exception.

Those remarks apply with equal force to
the trade in this State. As I mentioned
at the outset, there is every prospect that
at leaLst 75 per cent. of the mutton and a
great proportioni of the beef to be con-
ejimed in the summer months of next year
will he of frozen quality. If it is properly
handled by the butchers and by the house-
wives, there need be no cause for comn-
plaint;. It would be very diffeult for them
to determine whether they have always
eaten the frozen article..

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: W"ill it be cheaper?
The MIlNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It cannot be any cheaper. It will be of a

577
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quality comparable with fresh quality, but
it will be paid for at rates that apply to
export parity. I would prefer that the
member for Pingelly agree to an alter-
ation in the wording of his motion, not
specifying, as he does, that the proposed
Select Committee should inquire into the
supply of meat and its disposal, with par-
ticular reference to frozen meat, but that
it should inquire into the handling and
treatment of meat for the people of the
metropolitan area, with particular refer-
ence to the slaughter and sale on a weight
and grade basis, into methods used in pro-
viding markets for surplus mutton, and
also inquire as to whether prices for ex-
port and for local consumption are fair
alike to producers and consumers.

I would have no ol)jection at all to an
inquiry along these lines, because I think
there are instances-in spite of price-fix-
ing-of certain practice% wvhich permit of
activities forcing the consumers to Pay a
price that is not eonlnensuc'ate wvith the
price received byv the producer.

Mr. Watts: W ill thle 'Minister m1ove an
amendment ?

The MINISTER FOR1 AGRICULTURE:
Ye.,. I move an amendment-

That all the words after the word ''into''
in line two be struck out with a view to in-
serting time following Avords in lieu:-''and re-
port upon the handling an~d treatment of nient
for the people of the metropolitan area wvith
particular reference to!

(a) slaughter and sole on a weight and
grade basis;

(b) methods used in providing markets for
surplus mutton;

(e) whether prices for export and for local
consumption arc equitable for pro-
ducers and enable meat to be avail-
able to consunmers at reasonable
pri"rs."

MR. PERKINB (York-on amendment):
I think the Minister has given a fair exposi-
tion of the general position in the meat in-
dustry of this State. I quite agree with him,
too, that it wvould be an absolute calamity
if either our fresh meat or our frozen meat
got a bad name because of anything said
or dlone with TC5 1 )Cct to the recent use of
frozen meat in this State. But I think that
the Minister perhaps laid undue stress on
the quality of the frozen meat which was
recently supplied to the consumers in thi4
State. Whatever the Minister may say, that
meat, which was of dehydration quality, was
not up to the standard of the frozen meat
we export oversell. I do not think that we

would do any service to the producer by
maintaining that the meat was of anything
like similar quality. The meat we normally
send overela in a frozen condition is either
Iamb or young wether mutton, with a small
proportion of older sheep shipped in a
frozen condition. As a farmer who has been
accutstomed. to sending lambs and )Ioang
wethers as well ats old ewes to the metro-
politan market, I know that meat from the
older sheep could not possibly be of the
same quality as that of the young stock. in
the circumstances, we certainly do no ser-
vice to the producers by trying to maintain
that the meat that was recently disposed of
to the people in the metropolitan area was
the normal export quality of meat, Kuch as
we send oversea. I wish to make that point
emphatically because if the consumners
judge our export meat by what they havn
eaten in recent months, they will form an
entirely wrong opinion regarding the meat
despatched to Britain for consumption there.

Mr. Watts: That is just the trouble.
Mr. PERKINS: If we have to consum-o

frozen meat, as I expect we shall during tho
course of the next six months because of the
abnormal seasonal conditions, steps should
be take1 , to see that the metropolitan market
is provided with normal export quality meat,
and not meat of dehydration quality which
has been distributed in recent times.

The Minister for Agriculture: There art,
reasons why that meat could not he exported
apart from that of quality.

Mr. PERKINS: That is quite so, but we
do the producers no service by contending
that the dehydration quality meat was of
export quality. The meat that has built
up the reputation of Australian lambs and
frozen meat generally, is very different
in quality from that with which people
in the metropolitan area have been supplied
in recent months. The amendment moved
by the Minister will fully cover the position
and will afford anl opportunity for pro-
ducers and others interested in the meat
trade to express their views publicly and so
enable a report to be made to this Hfouse.
The departmental committee which the Mini-
ister has set uip to inquire into the handling
of meat in Western Australia is an extremely
strong one, and it would be difficult to find
a more expert body of men than that chosen
by the Minister. The primary producers'
representative, Mr. Williamson, is a man in
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whom the growers have the greatest con-
fidence. He probably knows more about the
meat trade locally and possibly throughout
Australia than any other man whose services
could be secured in Western Australia. 1,
commend the Minister on his choice of urrem.
hers of the committee, and I hare no doubt
that a very valuable report wvill be presented
to us in conseqece of its work.

There are two features that I wish to touch
upon, and I have no doubt that with respect
to each evidence will be produced before the
Select Committee. There are two distinct
weaknesses in the local meat trade. Mem-
hers probably know that the great majorit 'y
of the retail butchers shops in this State are
tied, either directly or indirectly, to the
wholesalers. In those circumstances, it would
be difficult for the retailers to buy independ-
ently at Midland Junction on their own
account. That is a very serious weakness,
and is responsible at times for the producers
receiving very much less than fair value for
their product at the Midland Junction
market and has been responsible for the
consumers paying more than was justified
for meat purchased in the shops. That situ-
ation is in marked contrast with the posi-
tion in Melbourne. I have attended the
Newmnariket sales on several occasions and I
was struck by the number of small buyers
operating there. Some of them had only
one or two shops. The market is close to
M1elbourne, enabling retailers to buy stock
on the hoof at the Newmarket yards. The
animals can be treated on their account at
the Government abattoirs and the earcases
delivered to their shops. That is wh-y thn'
undertaking has been retained at Newmarket
notwithstanding that it is located ini a closely
built-up area. There has always beeni op-
position to the removal of the yards to a
point more distant from the city.

The producers in Victoria have main-
tied that they have obtained a better deal

because the small retailers have been able
to buy direct equally with the wholesalers.
In consequence, the wholesalers have nlever
been able to get the grip on the meat trade
in that State that the wholesalers in Perth
have been able to secure here. I believe it
is of benefit to both the consumer and the
producer if there is as much competition as
possible between buyers so as to ensure fair
prices. No doubt that point will be dealt
with in evidence before the Select Corn-

mitlee. The other matter has reference to
the system of selling on hooks. The Mlinis-
ter appears to have a very sound knowledge
of the difficulties associated with the build-
ing up of such a system. I have spoken
to a number of the producers in the York
electorate from which probably more stock
is sent to market than from any other elec-
torate. If we are to build up a system of
selling on the hooks onl the grade and weight
basis, we must maintain side by side the
system of selling on the hoof by auction.
If thnere is anl alternative system the effect
will be to keep both methods operating in
a satisfactory manner. If we do not main-
tiin the dual system there is a grave danger
of inefficiency and waste creeping into
whichever system is adopted.

We have had experience with selling on
the hoof at the Midland market, and I would
not like similar weaknesses to creep into any
system of selling on the hooks. I hope that
lphas will also be dealt with by the Select
Committee. It is a fact that many pro-
ducers arc dissatisfied with the position that
obtains at the Midland Junction market and
are asking for remedial measures to be
undeaken. I am glad that the Minister
has set up the departmental committee, and
I believe that the amendment he has indi-
cated in connection with the motion under
discussion, will be acceptable to a majority
of the piroducers arid will afford an oppor-

tiiyfrproducers n osmes ray

iubrait their opinions for consideration by
the proposed Select Committee.

The Minister for Ag-riculture: You must
not forget that the important point is to
rectify the disturbed state of mind of con-
sumers.

Mr. PERKINS: The more publicity that
is given to the true position, the more will
we rectify the consumers' state of mind.
If any suggestion can be advanced by the
consumers for the improvement of the
fqnality of meat, and for reducing the price
paid for meat, without doing harm to the
p~roducers, they would be doing a service to
the State generally. The appointment of a
Select Committee should be a means by
which people will be able to tender evidence
dealing with these pauses.

AME. SEWARD (Pingelly-on
mieat) : I have no objection to the
ment, which I welcome as probably

amend-
amend-
putting
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the position more concisely than I achieved
in my motion. With regard to the Minis-
ter's remarks concerning the necessity of re-
moving doubts from the minds of the public
in respect to the quality of frozen meat, 1
assure the House that that suggestion was
never in my mind when I moved the motion.

The Premier: The harm was done long
before you moved the motion.

Mr. SEWARD: I think it arose in con-
sequence of the issuing of a circular reflect-
ing upon the quality of the meat. I do
not know how it all arose, but certainly
that was not what we were entitled to ex-
pect. If the people can be assured that the
mutton was not of the quality sent oversa
and that future supplies will show an im-
provement, I do not think they will be other
than satisfied.

The Minister for Agriculture: I have a
suspicion that some horse flesh has been
eaten.

Mr. SEWARD: That is quite possible. At
any rate, I would welcome the appointment
of the Select Committee and am agreeable
to the amendment moved by the Minister.

Amendment (to strike out words) put and
passed.

THE PREMIER: I move an amend-
ment-

That the words proposed to be inserted be
inserted.

Amendment (to insert wvords) put and
passed.

XR. THORN (Toodyny) : From the Mlin-
ister's remarks it appears that we on this
side of the Chamber entertain some doubt
as to the value of frozen mutton. I am
sure that that thought never entered the
mind of any member on this side. I have
had quite a lot of experience with frozen
meat, having eaten it in a good many parts
of the world; and there is no doubt that
properly eared for and properly handled and
marketed frozen mealih are quite an excel-
lent food.

The Premier: One gets it in the first-class
on the railways.

Mr. THORN: Quite so. The point that
exercises my mind is how that very low
grade mutton got on the market.

Mr. Cross: It may have been homse flesh.
iMr. THORN: I do not suggest that mut-

ton is horse flesh, and I amn talking about
mutton. The meat was definitely branded

"Mutton." The Minister this evening
stated that some wholesale butchers must
have had that meat in stock previously.
What I want to know is how the meat found
its way into a butcher's shop and was allowed
to be sold to the public. Surely we have our
health inspectors, and that aspect should
have been considered and watched. The meat
should have been condemned. I saw quite a
lot of that particular meat, and inspected
it, and to me it looked like dressed kangaroo
dog. There was not the slightest appear-
ance of quality about it. Another point
exercising my mind is that for such low
quality meat the public were charged the
same price as for high quality. That is
utterly unfair. I wish to say to this Cham-
ber and to the public that there is nothing
whatever wrong with frozen meat, and that
if people are not prepared to eat frozen
meat they deserve to starve. Oversen, people
are suffering great hardships, and they are
pleased to receive this meat. They eat it,
and they find nothing wrong with it. People
who complain of the fact that it is necessary
for them to include a little frozen meat in
their diet in order to assist the State to get
through, deserve to suffer.

Mr. J. Hegney: Some of the meat is a bit
tough.

Mr. THORN: The meat was definitely
bought for another purpose than that of
human consumption. When in Mdelbourne
recently I had the opportunity to inspect
dehydrated meat, quite a lot of which was
in granulated form. I do not know whether
the Minister inspected that meat. It was
a most wholesome article.

Mr. SPEAKER: floes that come under
the motion i

Mr. THORN: The motion includes meat.
I am just mentioning the fact that I have
had the opportunity of inspecting quite a
lot of dehydrated meat and also meat in
granulated form. It is a great pity that the
meat here in question ever found its way on
to the market. With proper inspection that
could not have happened.

Question put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to.

Select Committee Appointe.

Ballot taken and a Select Committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. J. flegney,
Perkins, Willmott, Withers and the mover,
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with power to call for persons and papers,
and to sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned; to report on this day three
weeks.

Point of Order.

Mr. Rodorecla: On a point of order! I
noticed that the ballot paper which was given
to members set out that the mover of the
motion would be ex-officio a member of this
Select Committee. Looking at the motion
as it appears on the notice paper, I observe
there only a few words of it that we have
carried. The only words left are "That a
Select Committee be appointed to inquire
into." One may say that all the meat
has been taken out of the motion of
the member for Pingelly. I would like
a ruling, Mr. Speaker, as to who really is
now the mover of the motion-whether the
Minister for Agriculture, whose words we
have adopted, or the member for Pingelly.

Mr. Speaker: I do not think there is any
doubt about who moved the motion, because
the notice of motion of the member for Pin-
gelly starts off with the words "That a Select
Committee he appointed to inquire into"
certain things. The Select Committee has
been appointed. Although some meat, as
the member for Roebourne phrased it, has
been cut out of the motion and other matter
inserted, there is no doubt that the member
for Pingelly is mover of the motion and
therefore entitled to sit as chairman of the
Select Committee.

Debate resumed.

MOTION-POST-WAR ACTIVITIES.

As to Development of Tourist Traffic.

Debate resumed from the .30th August on
the following motion by Air. North:-

That in spite of recent somewhat gloomy
proph~ecies as to the State's future, this House
suggests to the Government that it should
include as part of its post-war activities a
concerted plan to make Western Australia a
tourists' paradise, and Perth the Paris of the
Southern Seas.

MR. KELLY (Vilgarn-Coolgardie)
[9.14]: I desire to make a short reference
to the motion. I especially wish to associate
myself with that portion of it which men-
tions a plan to make Western Australia a
tourists' paradise. Regarding the last part
of the motion referring to making Perth the
Paris of the Southern Sea;, I do not think

I would be competent to go into that mat-
ter in any great detail, There is no doubt
that the tourist trade has been greatly
neglected in Western Australia, not only in
recent years during the war but as far back
as one cares to look. Yet it is undoubtedly
to the tourist trade that we must look for
our best advertisement of this State. We
have often heard Fremantle referred to as
the gateway to Australia. Many people who
come to the Commonwealth come first to
Fremnantle and then proceed around the
coast, frequently not even bothering to come
ashore at our port because of the little
publicity given to and the scant knowledge
of Western Australia oversca. One of the
first essentials is that we should have an
up-to-date, well-equipped and attractive
tourist bureau.

Even with our present facilities, tourists
might profitably employ several days in this
S'tate, but we have Tacked publicity for our
attractions, such as exist in the other States,
and that is diametrically opposed to the
future tourist trade of this State. No mat-
ter to what State one travels from Western
Australia, one finds there a tourist bureau
well-equipped with up-to-date literature of
beautiful scenic attractions and also splen-
did photographs showing the many points
of interest that may be visited. Further-
more, in almost every hotel in the Eastern
States there is a well-equipped set of
pigeon.-holes containing material depicting
the many beauty spots of the various States
except Western Australia. For instance, at
almost any hotel in Adelaide it is possible
to see pamphlets describing scenic beauty
spots and points of interest in different
States and almost every form of propa-
ganda iii favour of those States, with the
exception of Western Australia. The first
essential to popularising this State would
be the formation of tourist bureau branches
in every other State.

We should also appoint A competent staff
to photograph known beauty spots and
others the existence of which is unknown to
the majority of people, even in our
own State. We have not far to look for
one of the reasons why many of our beauty
spots are so little known. There is a lack
of transport to the majority of the portions
of our State where scenic beauty abounds.
In all the other capital cities of the Com-
monwealth, the first thing that strikes one
is that the people there arc very keen im-
mediately to transport visitors to any of
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the beauty spots known to them and, in
order that access might be had to those
places, road services and railway systems
are provided. As a result of making these
spots accessible in this way, much valuable
arabic land has been opened up.

TI Western Australia, at no very great
distance from here, there are some wonder-
Ful spots, to which a roadway system could
be taken which would wind in and out of
the Darling Ranges, exposing to tourists
and to people of this State many wonderful
views down gorgeous valleys, and the Gov-
ernment would be wvise to devote consider-
able attention to the possibilities of in-
creasing the tourvist trade along these lines,
taking into consideration the necessary con-
struction of roadways to the places I have
mentioned. There are some marvellous
scenic views almost unvisited in various
parts of our seaside. There are some
wonderful rugged views which, if they ex-
listed in Sydney, would be connected by
good roads and an excellent tramway ser-
vice conducted at a low charge. We have
here places equal to the New South Wales
coastline, and it would only be a matter of
arranging for adequate transport to bring
such places within the reacti of tourists. We
have, too, some excellent cav-es. T have not
anywhere been taken to finer eaves than
exist at Yanchep and Yallingup; yet very
little publicity is given to them, and there
is very little in the way of pamphlets or
photographs that could be sent to any tour-
ist bureau in the Commonwealth.

The Premier: Where have you been living
for the last five or six years? You have
been in the hush. You have not seen what
ire h-ave been doing.

'Mr. KEILLY: T hav-e been itt the bush
quite a lot, it is true, hut I have not been
in the bush so Iou,- as not to have seen s11
that is available here. Before rising to speak
on this motion I made it my business to
find out what we had, and I was disap-
pointed. I think the Premier is side-stepping
the issue in trying to make out that we have
anything of an adequate character where
p-opaganda for this State is concerned.

The Premier: There is no tourist traffic
going on anywhere in Australia at the
moment. We are concentrating on the war-

Mr. KELLY: At the beginning of may
remarks I said that little had been possible
in the last four or five years but that at

no time had this State done anything in the
way of attracting tourist trallic.

The Premier: You do not know what you
aire talking about!1

Mr. KELLY: I think I know perfectly
well what I ami talking about. I have
travelled through the Eastern States andi
other places, and there very little, if any-
thing, is9 available regarding Western Au4-
tralia. The Premier knows very wvell that it
is possible to go to any hotel in the
Eastern States, even at the present time
when the war 'ins been going onl for live
years, and to find plenty of propaganda con-
cerning every State except Western Aus-
tralia. The motion lends itself to some re-
ference to the possibility of post-wvar air
traffic. This will undoubtedly be very great.
-Not oly shall wve have to pay attention to
the establishment of adequate aerodromes
within the metropolitan area, bunt we shall
also have to consider the erection of such aero-
dromes in other parts of the State. Air
travel would be an excellent means of en-
abling tourists to see the splendid views
we have to showv them. Reference was made
recently to the possibility of the Swan River
being used as a seaplane base.

Whbilst I have a great love for the S9wa n
River and an appreciation of the very many
happy days it has afforded thousands of
people in this State, I think there is need
for consideration of the possibility of somne
portion of the river being used as a sea-
plane base without infringing on the won-
derful boating and other sunmer attraic-
tions that the river has provided for West-
ern Australians in the past. If we dto not
take the opportunity to establish a bawe ad-
jacent to the city, wve shall find that in the
po!t-wvar period, when oversen trade is com-
ing to Australia, this State will be sidep-
stepped as it has been on so many previous
occasgions. We muist capture the tourist
trade and set ourselves out to make it pos-
sible to receive the people that come to this
country through the gatewvay to Australia
,which we have known for so long-, anti which
for all time has had squeaky hinges so far
as the tourist trade is concerned. Considera-
tion should be given to providingr for the
needs of the people of this State. The
State's amenities should be made availahle
to the people by keeping the cost of trans-
port down to a minimum. T are with the
motion in its; entirety and have pleasure in
supporting it.
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M. HaLL (Albany): I endorse quite a
lot of the remarks of the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie, but not the last one coni-
cerning his agreement with the motion in its
entirety. I move an amendment-

That all words after ''paradise'' in the last
line he struck out.

I do not intend to argue about Perth or any
other part of the State.

Mr. Withers: Why not Albany as the
Naples of W.A.?

Mr. HILL: I could easily add that, too,
if I wished to do so, but we should look on
the tourist trade as a State-wide asset which
has been neglected. I will give the Premier
credit for this: Since he has held office
and been Minister in charge of the Tourist
Bureau, the grant for the Tourist Bureau
has been increased. In fact, the very first
question I asked, when I became a member
of this House, was in connection with the
amount of money spent on tourist adver-
tising. The first Minister I had the pleasure
of entertaining, after I become a member,
was the Minister for Works. With him on
that occasion was the then Director of Works
and Commissioner of Main Roads, the late
Mr. Tindale. During our conversation these
gentlemen said, "We are not going to spend
money on tourist roads." I said, "You must
cut out that idea and look at the matter as
a commercial proposition." A year or two
Inter when they were in my electorate they
admitted that they were going to spend
money on roads for tourist purposes. The
town of Katoomba in New South Wales has
a population of 10,000 and its only industry
is the tourist industry.

Mr. Fox: But it has the big population
of Sydney to help it.

Mr. IfILL: Yes, but we have the popula-
tion of Australia, and we want to attract it
to this State. Where will members find a
better run than from Perth through Bun-
bury to Bridgetown, Pemnberton and Nornas-
lup, and then to Albany, and back along
the Great Southern!7 In the north of the
State we have other attractions. Some four
years ago when I went to the East I got as
many railway timetables as possible. On
every second page of the New South Wales
timetable there appeared an advertisement
-"Go by rail to IRatoomba," or "Go by rail
t, the Blue Mountains." But there is not
one advertisement like those in the timetable
of this State. in South Africa the tourist
traffic is a very important Part of the har-

hours and railways administration. In nor-
mal times the tourist assets of Western
Australia arc well worth developing.

MR. WATTS (IKatanning-on amend-
ment): I support the amendment, but not
for precisely the reason given by the meat-
ber for Albany, although I agree that there
is substance in that reason, to wit, that we
should not in a motion of this kind select
any portion of the State for a particular
tourist purpose. I do not know why the
city of Paris was selected as the one that
Perth should seek to emulate. I feel that
there are places which mnight be more de-
serving of our emulation than that city
which has had such a checkered career,.
not only in recent years, but in the greater
part of its history, and its record in many,
directions is not one which Perth should
seek to follow closely, or that this House
.should ask the people of Perth to follow.
There are very obvious reasons why ivt
should endeavour to mnake Perth a tourist
resort along lines entirely our own. Perth
has attractions of its own which are not to
be found in any other city in Australia. We
should in Western Australia set to work to
make Perth the centre of attraction from
which there shall radiate tours and jour-
neys to the beauty spots of the State, both
near and far afield; and there are a great
many such spots. It is our duty, if we are
going to make Perth the centre of our
tourist resorts in the future, in order to
attract money and interest from outside-
and 1 do not mean interest on money-G
build it up in our own way and not seek to
emulate the past history, record or methods
'of attraction adopted by Paris or else-
where.

MR. NORTH (Claremont-on amend-
ient) : I do not object to the amendment..
The whole includes the lesser and the tour-
ist paradise of Western Australia natur-
ally would include Perth. The idea of
bringing in the word "Perth" was to
create a centre to which people could be
called from the rest of the world. Also it
is a chatrming city as the Leader of the
Opposition told us. But there is no reason
for insisting on a term that gives offence
to members. If they arc slightly puritani-
cal in their outlook I can quite understand
their besitancy. In Canada the tourist in-
dustry is one of the biggest; it is bigger
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than the wheat industry of that country. I
hope the motion will be carried.

Amendment put and passed.

THE PHEmUER: I was unfortunately
absent in the Eastern States when the
motion was originally moved by the mem-
her for Claremont, but I am quite satisfied
to support it. In fact, I think it is some-
thing to which we can devote a good deal
of activity with great advantage, not only
to the city of Perth, hut to the State gener-
ally. As has been mentioned by the hon.
member, the tourist industry of Canada
produces more revenue than does the wheat
industry. That give-, an idea of its im-
portance to different countries.

Mr. North: It s;hows what can be done.
The PREMIER: Yes. I think it can be

said that Switzerland experienced an eco-
nomnic disaster when the tourist industry
was discontinued because of the war. Some-
thing like half of the population of that
-country is, dependent on the tourist traffic,
and the cessation of that industry has
mneant the loss of millions of pounds. The
same thing has occurred in the south of
Prance at Nice, Cannes, Villefraniche, and
such places. It is astonishing the hotel
accommodation that they provide. In four
or five of the towns in Southern France
there are hotels with over 1,000 rooms, and
they arc full during the touris t season.
Whein that traffic is stopped, the whole
country is desolated and in a very bad
eonomic state. I have no illusions about
the importance of the tourist trade. As
has been mentioned here, we hare devoted
a considerable amount of Pttpntion to it.
I was astonished at the attitude adopted
by the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie. He

semdto imply that nothing had been
done. It is true that at the moment, be-
cbause or the war, the tourist activities of
this State have been entirely discontinued.

Mr. Kelly: The Premier -was talking
when I made my remarks, and they clearly
showed what I meant.

The PIEMIER: The hon. member im-
plied that nothing was donie in the way of
catering for tourists. In the year immedi-
ately- prior to the war the Government

s En£7,000 on tourist activities and in
addition amounts were spent by other
people in advertising various attractions.
The member for Bunbury can tell the
H~ouse that it is impossible to get accom-
inodation in Bunhury because of the tour-

ist traffic., I would not like the member for
Albany lo lie deprived of the amiount of
money spent in Albany by the tourist trade
and the amount of money that the people
in that district, together with the munici-
pality, devote, to the purpose of encouraging
tourists who mean such a lot to the town.
It is said that nothing has been done in con-
nection with tourist roads. But as the menm-
her for Albany has just remarked, roads
have been specifically constructed for tourist
purposes. Some two or three years ago I
was at Nornalup where a road has been made
ait a cost of £10,000 or £12,000 providing
a scenic view almost unequalled in Australia.
That has been advertised. The member for
Yilgarn- Cool gsrdie must be so interested in
his business activities and productive capa-
city as a miine owner that he has not the
time to look into such matters as have the
more pleasure-seeking members of the popu-
lation.

Mr. Kelly: Hie does a hit of that too.
The PREMIER: Yes, but in implying that

nothing, or very little has been done, the
bon. member was not quite fair to the activi-
ties of the tourist department, andi the in-
crease in the activities of that department
immediately prior to the war. In fact, we
had one of the brightest offices in the city
at the Tourist Bureau, which has since closed
because there is no tourist traffic. A large
number of excursions went from there every
day. Buses ran in all directions and took
pecople to different places. The member for
Albany can tell us of the buses running from
Perth to Albany and from Albany to Nor-
nalup. A service runs between Albany and
Nornalup and is patronisad by about 40 or
50 people each day.

It is of no use decrying what has been
done. I put it dlown charitably to the fact
that the hon. member was living in the back
country and devoting, all his attention to pro-
ducing there, that he did not know exactly
what was going on. Some roads in various
parts of the State have been built simply
for tourist purposes. It can hardly be said
that the Government has been lacking in its,
desire to promote the tourist trade, becauise
wre know its importonce& to the State. The
Porongorups and similar places have tourist
attractions which have been advertised. In
the advertising of our tourist attractions we
want to concentrate on something peculiar
to Western Australia; something- diffrent
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from what can be offered in other places.
The road over which we pass between Man-
jimup and Pemberton, with its tall kerni
trees growing to about ifioft. before branch-
ing, is one of the most beautiful sights that
can be seen anywhere,

The red cedar trees of California are
known all over the world. Similarly our
karri trees, and the views in that type of
country attract many visitors. Numbers
come here for the particular purpose of see-
ing them. I had a request only during the
last two or three weeks from the Agent Gen-
eral in London for a further supply of the
literature which we used to send to his office
to be put on mail boats and other ships
coming into Fremantle Harbour. We are
not doing any of that now, I frankly con-
fess, because it is almost impossible to get the
paqper for that class of advertising, and it
is of no use trying to eater for the public
during wvartimne. As a result the activities
of the Tourist Department have almost en-
tirely ceased. But they will be resumed
practically immediately after the wvar. Un-
fortunately the gentleman who was director
of tourist activities in this State, and who
was a very live and enthusiastic officer, re-
tired recently. There was nothing to be
gained by filling his position, because we
cannot offer tourist attractions to People at
present. They cannot get tyres, petrol or
other necessary commodities. We can hardly
get Sufficient coal for the railway system to
cope with the necessary railway traffic, with-
out trying to boost it with tourist traffic.

Mr. Withers: Everyone who gets the
chance rushes to Bunhury.

The PREMIER: I suppose so. I think
people all rush to the nearest places. Petrol
is hard to obtain. Car owners are allowed
a small quantity and consequently many
people patronise the resorts in and around
the metropolitan area. A few years ago not
many people were found at Crawley on Sat-
urday afternoon and Sunday, but now hun-
dreds of children are taken there because
it is within easy access from the trains. The
same remark to some extent applies to Man-
durah. Four or five buses go there every
week-end. Nobody is anxious to extend the
tourist traffic-at present because we cannot
eater for the people who wish to travel to
various reports.

Mr- North: The motion says it should be
included as part of the post-war activities.

The PREMIER: But the remarks of the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie implied that
the Government was not interested in the
tourist traffic. We arc interested to the ex-
tent of £7,000 to £8,000 of revenue which is,
voted by Parliament every year for tourist
activities. Eighteen months before the war
we opened a tourist agency in Melbourne,
and arranged for several reso trains to corn
from the Eastern States. Those trains were
filled with passengers. Consequently we
have not been idle. Knowing the value of
the tourist traffic, the State has made post-
war plans for a great extension immediately
the piping times of peace return.

The Minister for the North-West spoke
of trout fishing. Streams in the South-West
have been stocked with trout. We have had
the assistance of the local auithorities and
of the Acelimnatisation Society, and the pro-
gress made in stocking certain of our rivers
has been considerable. The fruits of this
work can be seen in the Manjimup, Collie
and Pemnberton districts. When I was in
England I saw people making the trip from
Angle-sea to Ireland, a trip of four or five
days' travelling to get three or four trout.
All people have to do here is to take a motor,
trip of five or six hours and they could get
as many trout as could the people making
the longer journey from England to Ire-
land. I had experience of the disadvan-
tages in the Old Country; I found it was
necessary to change about ten times and it
cost the tourist about 30s. in tips. The
Acelimatisation Society has done much to
steelk our streams with trout and other fresh
water fish, and this work wvill hear fruit.
The Government has provided money for
the purpose, and I think we can breed the
fish we require. This will make a big dif-
ference to tourist traffic.

Many other places have their attractions
for tourists. There are Shark Bay and the
Abroblos Islands for fishing. When the war
is over we have plans for building a modemn
hotel at Rottaest. Arrangements were al-
most ready for the word "go" to be given
when the war came. Many other develop-
meats are under consideration to increase
tourist traffic. Therefore it cannot be said
that we are not alive to the possibility of
doing something in this direction. We have
done much, and we intend to do more in the
post-war years. I commend the member for
Claremont for having tabled the motion, bat
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he and otter members will agree that this is
not the time to do anything in the direction
of actively pursuing a policy for the expan-
sion of tourist traffic.

Mr. Kelly: The biggest trade wvill be in
the post-war period.

The PREMIER: Yes. Before the war wve
had two Government photographers coji-
stantly employed in taking pictures for the
Tourist Bureau. At present all our ener-
gies are being directed to the prosecution of
the war and other things have to hang fire.
Still, we have plans ready to be put into
execution when the time comes. We shall
have a representative in Melbourne, and I
should say representatives also in Sydney,
Brisbane and Adelaide. The fact that we
have reciprocal arrangements with other
States shows what can be done. I am quite
satisfied that when we put an item on the
Estimates in the post-war period to en-
eourage tourist traffic and wvhen we provide
money for building roads and supplying
other facilities, no member will cavil at the
expense. Before time war the Government
received commendation front oll sections of
the Hfouse for what it was doing. I repeat
that we have made plans to continue this
activity immediately the wvar is over.

We have wonderful opportunities to en-
tourage tourist traffic in Western Australia.
We have our caves and many other attrac-
tions on which we can concentrate. We
should not make a fuss of those attractions
of which the equal is to be found in other
'States, of Australia, but should devote atten-
tion to those things which are not in exist-
ence in other parts. Those are things on
which we can concentrate with advantage to
ourselves. I have no objection to the motion.
Whenz the time comes and 'we can place

£10,000 or £15,000 on the Estimates to spend
on tourist activities, we shall not be afraid
of getting hostile criticism from members.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) : The Premier
haes certainly given a full outline of the
intentions of the Government when hostili-
ties cease, hut I wish to add a word to what
has been said because I am very keen on
developing tourist traffic. I was in close
touchl with the ex-director of the Tourist
Bureau for a number of years.

The Premier: People can go to Yallingup
flow.

M.Nr. WVILLMOTT: it was through trie
"Tourist*Btreau that the new Cave House at

Yallingup came to be built. I wish to point
out that additional reads are required in
my area to serve the seaside and fishing re-
sorts. Roads have been cleared in many
instances but not formed, but these will
ultimately serve the fishing resorts on the
South-West coast. The Premier has told
us that after hostilities cease, We must be
prepared to spend a lot of money on further
roads right through that part of the State.
Portions of the road have been surveyed
right along the coast between Busselton and
Wonnerup which, when completed, will
make an excellent drive, and it is hoped to
carry the moad on around Cape Naturaliste,
into Yallingup, link up with the other road
to Margaret River, then go to Augusta,
cross to Nannup, Pe-mberton and Manjimup,
and serve also Walpole, Nornalup and
Denmark.

The Premier: The road between Nannup
and Balingup is one of the prettiest drives
in the State.

Mr. WILLMNOTT: The river is down be-
low and the road cuts into the side of
the hilt in that area. It is indeed a pretty
drive, but there are many such drives that
could be made throughout the South-West
district. We must not overlook our orchard
areas, either; a drive through those areas
would also be charming. Then we have our
big timber in the Pemberton-Manjimup dis-
trict. Only this morning I had the good for-
tune to talk to Rome of our- Imperial 'Navy
boys at present in Perth. They inquired
where our big timber 'was situated and I was
able to tell thenm, but of course they' had no
opportunity to make the journey. I wish I
could have taken them there.

Mr. Holman: There is a scheme whereby
American sailors have been taken to that
district.

31r. WILLMOTT: I ant glad to hear that.
At present it is not always possible to ar-
range such trips. I am glad the member for
Claremont has submitted this motion, as I
feel sure that Western Australia can be
made one of the show States for tourist
purposes. I have seen some of the coastal
tourist places in South Anstr-alia-Olenelg
and Victor Harbour. Both places are laid
out ver 'y nicely, but we have coastal places
in our State that are far better, the Bun-
bury-flusselton district, for exlimple, which
we all know so wvell. They arc far beyond
the districts I Faw in South Australia. We
bave many other places along our coast suit-
able for tourists; as one speaker said, we
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have beaches where the smallest child can
bathe, and wve have surf for the strong
swimmers. We also have rocky cliffs from
which persons may fish. I have much plea-
sure in supporting the motion.

Mr. HOLMNAN: I move--
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Question put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to.

House adjourned at 9.58 P.m.

legislative Council.
Thursday, 149h Septem~ber, 1944.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pus., and read prayers.

QUESTION-VERMfIN DESTRUCTION.
As to Strychnine Supplies.

Hon- G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

In view of the statement by the Acting
M.inister for Agriculture to the York Road
Board, that supplies of strychnine are now
available for the extermination of rabbits
and foxesz, will the Minister concerned an-
nlounce where supplies are to be procured
and in what quantityI

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Strychnine can he obtained by vermin

hoards from either of the wholesale drug-
gists in Perth. Both firms recently re-
civend portion of the 18,576 ozs. which have
been allotted to Western Australia for de-
livery by the end of December, 1944.
Boards who have lodged orders are being
supplied on a pro rata basis. Further sup-
plies ex Melbourne are expected at intervals
until the close of the present year.

BILL-DRIED FRUITS ACT

AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.36] in
moving the second reading said; By this
Bill it is proposed to continue the opera-
tions of the Dried Fruits Act for a period
of Iwo years as from the 31st March, 1945.
The subject matter and aims of the prin-
cilitti Act are well-known to members. It
was introduced at a time when the state of
the dried fruits industry was chaotic and
conditions were such that the industry was
threatened With ruin. Under its provisions,
planned marketing under the control of at
Oied Fruits Board replaced the former hap-
hazard system under which Western Aus-
tralian growers, in an endeavour to dispose
of their products, were obliged to sell in
other States at p~rices which, in some in-
stances, were below production costs. The
effect of the operations of the Act has beets
to lpreserve and stabilise the entire industry,
and prices generally have been maintained at
reasonable levels.

The cost to the growers of the Dried
Fruits Board constituted under the provi-
sions of the Act was only £C10,740 for the
iS5-year period 1929-1943, representing an
average charge of only 5s. 5d. per ton. In
recent years the cost to the grower per lb.
has varied from .024d. in 1940 to .035d. in
19413, compared with a maximum statutory
coniiution of .0625d. per lb. The degree
to which the industry has expanded in this
State since the inception of the Act may be
gaged from the following figures: The aver-
age annual production in the first three years
of its operation (1027-1929) was 1,840 tons.
Since 1930 the output has averaged almost
2,700 tons, representing an increase of about
50 per cent. above the quantity produced in
the base-period. The peak was attained in
1939, when the total production of dried
vine fruits exceeded 3,900 tons.

Of the total, output, approximately 80
per cent. is comprised of currants. The ex-
port quota of this commodity last year wa.T
723/, per cent. It will thus ho seen that welt
over half of the total yield of the industry-
represents exportable surplus, The Govern-
mets of Great Britain and Carnda are most
ainxious that full supplies of dried vine
fruits be maintained, and adequate shipping-
space has so far been available. It would
be a Matter for great regret if the future
of an industry such as this were Jeopardised


